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A state-private partnership can be created in the various fields and branches 

including irrigation and drainage systems management, and it can be realised in the 

form of concession, joint activity, the creation of organizations and associations of 

water consumers [1]. One of the effective forms of the state-private partnership in the 

sphere of water economy can be the transfer of the rights of intro-farm management, 

objects of engineering infrastructure and drainage to the level of the unions of water 

consumers ( associations of water consumers). At the same time, management of the 

main canals, tubes, and water economy objects of inter-regional importance should be 

conducted by the regional state structures. Therefore, the system of the state-private 

partnership in the system of water-meliorative activity can be stated as mutual 

cooperation of the state bodies with private partners [2]. 

Associations are not a new organizational and judicial form for the countries of the 

world, there are such unions of land-users and water consumers in many countries, 

and the unions proved their high efficiency and capability to conduct the efficient 

water resources and meliorative systems management on practice. However, the 

experience of many countries, which had already introduced the state-private 

partnership in the system of water economy by the creation of water consumers 

association, is actual for Ukraine. The governments of these countries conducted 

active work on the development of the necessary legislative and normative basis for 

the creation of water consumers associations, determination of their functions and 

tasks. However, the hopes of the governments on the effective work of the water 

consumers associations was not justified everywhere. Every country had typical 

financial problems – associations did not have enough fundings to maintain and 
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exploit meliorative systems, hydrotechnological constructions, and pump stations. 

According to the laws, associations of water consumers are not profitable unions, 

however, this position had not been sufficiently stated in the laws that led to the 

occurrence of the conflicts of interests between the associations and financial 

structures [3; 4]. 

The charge for the irrigation water supply was not sufficiently substantiated and 

very low that did not allow to form the budget of the associations. Agriculture 

continued to use old cultivation technologies of crops, and this did not allow to 

increase the yields on the irrigated lands. Water losses from the irrigation systems did 

not decrease either because of low coefficient of efficiency, no sufficient funding was 

collected for the reconstruction and modernization of the irrigation systems, and 

expenditures from the state budget for the maintenance and exploitation of the 

irrigation systems and water economy objects did not decrease [5]. Besides, 

associations of water consumers did not feel as valuable partners of the state bodies 

in the management of irrigation systems and water resources. 

The efficiency of water resources and water economy management depends on the 

introduction of the principles of integrative water resource management. To introduce 

these principles considerable efforts should be done not only by the state and local 

management bodies but also by the organizations, which supply farms with irrigation 

water, and water consumers – farmers. In the annual budget of the country it is 

necessary to put considerable funding’s for the realization of these principles but 

access to the funding’s should have only those farmers, who unite into associations or 

cooperatives of water consumers by the territorial principle. 
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