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The current economic and social issues in Ukraine press on finding new
mechanisms on the state and local level that can effectively mitigate
existing problems and contribute to Ukraine’s recovery after the war.
Considering the complexity of the issues, the new approaches and
mechanisms should also be of a double or multiple nature, combining in
itself several aspects.

One of such possible mechanisms could be development of social
entrepreneurship in our country. The European Commission declares that
“A social enterprise combines entrepreneurial activity with a social purpose.
Its main aim is to have a social impact, rather than maximise profit for
owners or shareholders. Businesses providing social services and/or goods
and services to vulnerable persons are a typical example of social
enterprise” [8]. Thus, social entrepreneurship could benefit our society in
several aspects: economic — developing private business, creating new
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working places, creating new services and goods; social — challenging
social issues, mitigating their negative effects, bringing positive added
value, supporting vulnerable community members and much more.

To make it work, obviously, there is much to be done, and, first of all,
there is an obvious need to establish clear legislative framework that would
define social entrepreneurship for Ukraine, set up rules of its functioning
and supportive mechanisms. For now, we must state that such national
legislation is absent. What we can find, are some separate normative acts
that cover separate aspects of this big issue.

For instance, there is “Action plan for the implementation of the
Strategy of Foreign Policy of Ukraine” approved by the order of the Cabinet
of Ministers of Ukraine dated April 18, 2023 No. 327. Among the expected
results of this plan, is support provided within the framework of European
networks for business development assistance, assistance in entering the EU
markets, assistance for the development of entrepreneurial skills [4].
Simultaneously, there is expert and one-time financial support to new
entrepreneurs prescribed in the “Procedure for providing social services to
labour market subjects by career counsellors, specialized career counsellors,
and consultants for work with employers” approved by the Resolution of
the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine dated March 17, 2023 No. 237 [7] and
the task of simplification of the conditions for conducting business activities
in various sectors of the economy defined in the “Action plan for
deregulation of economic activity and improvement of the business climate”
(edition of 2023) [6].

Some documents outline the need to develop entrepreneurship among
specific social groups to improve their wellbeing. For instance “Operational
plan of measures for the implementation in 2023-2025 of the Strategy of
the state policy on internal displacement for the period until 2025 approved
by the order of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine dated April 7, 2023
No. 312., defines as one of its goals the implementation of measures
to popularize entrepreneurship among internally displaced persons,
in particular the creation and posting of informational materials on the
features of establishing and developing one's own business, providing
necessary training [2]. “Action plan for the IV quarter of 2022 for the
implementation of the National Strategy for the creation of a barrier-free
space in Ukraine for the period until 2030” approved by the order of the
Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine dated November 11, 2022 No. 1041
includes development of the entrepreneurial culture of economic activity
among young people, women, the elderly and people with disabilities [5].
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Unfortunately, we have not found state regulations or action plans on the
development of veterans’ business or entrepreneurial skills among
ex-combatants. Researchers state that social entrepreneurship can
be identified as a key determining factor in the process of successful
reintegration of military personnel, veterans and their family members
as it combines necessary factors, such as: the development of personal
qualities of veterans, the presence of a favourable situation during the return
to civilian life (at the value-content and structural-functional levels)
and community support, including the possibility of interaction
with it [1; 3].

Thus, we may conclude that entrepreneurship in general is regarded on
the state level in Ukraine as an important factor of our future development;
measures for its support are included into action plans and state regulations.
Understanding the positive social effect that private entrepreneurship may
have, there are already some measures to support entrepreneurship
development among vulnerable members of our communities. However, we
still lack the state legislation on social entrepreneurship that have all the
potential to enhance our joint efforts on Ukraine’s development and post-
war recovery. Especial attention should be paid to veterans as important
members of our society with powerful personal resource to become
successful entrepreneurs and social entrepreneurs in the process of their
resocialization and return to civil life.
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