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BEYOND THE SHADOW OF ETHNOCENTRISM:
CRITICAL READING OF THE FIRST-PERSON
NARRATOR OF “HAPPY NEW YEAR TO EVERYONE”

DOI https://doi.org/10.30525/978-9934-26-496-2-8

Kim Jeehye,
PhD in Korean Language Education, Associate Professor,
Mpyongji University, R. Korea, Seoul
Email: kimjh@mju.ac.kr.as

This study identifies solutions for enabling learners to overcome
ethnocentrism and develop a cultural relativistic attitude. Students’ first priority
is to perceive and synthesize the reality of cultural others and to awake their
preconceived biases and prejudices. However, this is a difficult task because
people use their prejudices to determine reality when they have limited
information of cultural others. Therefore, based on the argument that literary
works feature characteristics that lead to the subject’s social and personal
reflections. This study focuses on Yeon-su Kim's short story, 'Happy New Year
to Everyone—to Raymond Carver’. Through the perspective of first-person
narrators, this novel portrays the problems that originate can encounters
strangers. Moreover, the novel suggests that some problems related to emotions
and thoughts, which may be triggered by heterogeneous others, may occur. By
Reading this novel, readers can reflect on their cultural prejudices and notice
the value of a cultural relativistic attitude. Therefore, “Happy New Year to
Everyone” is a valuable as a material for multicultural education.

Keywords: multicultural  sensitivity, ethnocentrism, cultural others,
perception (Wahrehmung), synthesis(synthesis), Yeon-su Kim.
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