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FEATURES OF THE SETTLEMENT
OF THE CARPATHIAN REGION IN THE CONTEXT
OF EUROPEAN CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

Chuyko O. D.

INTRODUCTION

The oldest monuments of the Stone Age on the European territory are
known until the early 1970s from studies in Germany, the Czech Republic,
Slovakia, Romania and Hungary. The discovery of Ukrainian archaeologists
not only significantly changed the traditional ideas of the settlement of the
Danube-Carpathian area, but also pointed to the Ukrainian Carpathians as the
place from which the settlement of people on the territory of modern Ukraine
began. As scientists traditionally believed, its settlement took place from the
south of Central Europe through the Balkans to East Asia. Based on the
discovery of new Paleolithic monuments in the north-eastern foothills of the
Eastern Carpathians, Oleksandr Chernysh confirmed that settlements in the
Acheulean period (1 million — 850 thousand years ago) spread not only
bypassing the mountain range, but also directly through passes — Uzhok and
Verecke ones'. Primitive people, having crossed them, moved further east,
inhabiting Transnistria and the Northern Black Sea coast’.

The reason for hopes of finding traces of a Stone Age person in the heart
of the Carpathians was the discovery of O. Chernysh in the adjacent areas of
Chernivtsi region, and especially Mykhailo Klapchuk’s one in some areas of
neighboring Ivano-Frankivsk region®. More than 50 archeological
monuments of the Stone Age in the 1960-80s were studied in Deliatyn
(Nadvirnianshchyna, Prykarpattia)®. Traces of life found here are about
40 thousand years old, when the Neanderthals of the European continent
created the Mousterian culture. The main tools at that time were flint chisels,
scrapers and chips of massive forms.

Traces of early Paleolithic settlements were discovered on the territory of
the Drohobych district of Lviv region. Here, in particular, a collection of tools
was collected: chippers, choppers, chisels, massive chips of cutting devices,
chips and fragments of plates. According to the processing technique and
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types of discovered tools, their similarity to the Stone Age finds in
Transcarpathia, Slovakia, the Czech Republic, and Germany is determined.

1. Features of the region settlement
and the period of archaeological cultures

Scholars have no doubt that the first period of settlement of the Ukrainian
Carpathians dated back to the Paleolithic era. “Peculiarities of the Hutsul
environment were extremely favorable in terms of ethnic formation, because
in that part of the Carpathians there was an interaction of different ethnic
groups, or, according to M. Kostomarov, “mutual friction of peoples”. The
Hutsul phenomenon is largely determined by the geographical location on the
“border of cultures”, as the ethnographer Mariia Lavruk rightly emphasizes®.

The Middle Stone Age settlement (“Sheshory-1"") was opened in 1994 in
Kosiv district. On the north-eastern outskirts of the current Sheshory village,
the remains of a classical Mesolithic site of hunters and gatherers, aged
10-8 thousand years, were recorded. Synchronous tools (nucleuses, scrapers,
chips, staples, flint knives) were also found at the site “Sheshory-II"” and at
the settlement “Kosmach-II""".

Establishing an exact chronology of the Ukrainian Carpathians settlement
in the Neolithic, the next period would be impossible without the discovery
of Ya. Pasternak of two residential buildings, 9.8 m and 4.0 m long, in the
“Zapust” area near the Kotovania village. The study of materials and analysis
of the buildings filling shows that they belonged to the bearers of the culture
of linear pottery ceramics, which is considered one of the most mysterious
cultures in the ancient history of Europe®. It is believed the bearers of such a
culture arrived in present-day Ukraine in the second half of the
5" millennium BC®.

Linear and spiral-meandering compositions of ceramic products are one of
the oldest manifestations of artistic creativity of the Neolithic era’s inhabitants.
According to Ya. Pasternak, they, as well as a plastic ornament with a motif of
a bull’s head, as well as schematic images of a frog engraved or carved on clay
vessels, could have cult significance. The roots of the animal cult are believed
to date back to the Paleo-Mesolithic period, but in the days of the tribes of the
Linear Pottery culture, the veneration of domestic animals, including cattle,
especially the bull, was due to their role in the economy. Apparently, there was
a ritual associated with the cult of this animal.
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The pottery of early farmers is a carrier of much information about the life
of the ancient population, its work, beliefs, worldview, historical destiny,
migration processes and ethnocultural interactions between different
communities. The most characteristic elements of the steppe pottery ornament
are considered to be mortise horizontal, vertical, oblique, arched lines, as well
as small pits. In archeological science, this version of the ceramics’
decoration was called “musical ornament”°.

Among the ornamental motifs of kitchen pottery found in the settlement in
the Kotovania village, Olena Lenartovych singled out three simple elements:
1) finger indentations; 2) nail recesses; 3) plastic adhesives. Often the relief
ornamentation, as the scientist noticed, was combined with the deepened one,
forming a kind of combined décor’.

The remains of adobe buildings, household pits, and numerous fragments
of pottery and clay anthropomorphic statuettes were discovered by Larysa
Krushelnytska during archeological excavations at the settlement in the Spas
village of Kolomyia district of Ivano-Frankivsk region. The connection of
Trypillian plastics with the cult of productivity and fertility is indicated by the
presence of impurities in cereal grains or coarsely ground flour, in the clay
from which the found monuments were made. Such statuettes had a sacred
meaning, because in their images Trypillian potters embodied the cult of the
Mother-Grandmother as it is now believed. It was a universal image of the
Great Mother, because each figure also had a separate sacred purpose (a
homemaker, the symbol of the sun, water, earth, grain, the image of the
guardian or the tree of life)".

The Carpathian region, as Ukrainian researchers conclude on the basis of
archaeological discoveries, was in the zone of influence of Trypillian culture.
“Trypillia in the context of the world civilization process can be defined as a
farming civilization (protocivilization),” as the archaeologist Mykhailo
Videiko emphasizes, “the creators of which laid the foundations of civilized
life in the Carpathian-Transnistrian region”*,

The main activity of the people of Trypillia, according to scientists, was
agriculture, because they grew three varieties of wheat (single-grain, two-
grain, spelled), barley, millet, and legumes. They harvested with the help of
horn wooden sickles with flint inserts. Certainly, such tools were even more
efficient than iron sickles. In addition, the population bred animals, mostly
cattle, which were also used as a traction force. This is confirmed by drawings
on utensils and findings of clay models of sledges drawn by oxen.
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In their farms, the “first Ukrainian farmers”, as Mykhailo Hrushevsky called
the people of Trypillia, used tools made mainly of different types of stone, horn
bones and wood. Flint was used to make knives, scrapers, sickles, various drills,
punctures, and adzes-axes, and other types of stone were used to make grain
graters, grinders, hoes, and hammer axes. Punctures, adzes, hoes, plowshares,
daggers, battle hammers, fishing hooks were made of bone and horn™.

Copper, imported from the Balkans and the Lower Danube, has always
been valued in every society. In ancient times, its products were prestigious
things, a means of exchange, an object of worship and sometimes served as a
measure of value. This metal was used mainly to make jewelry and individual
tools. A wedge-shaped copper ax 14.5 cm long with a through hole near the
butt was found in 1910 on the outskirts of the Pistyn village of Kosiv district.
M. Bandrivskyi connects this monument with the bearers of the group of
Trypillian tribes that left the settlement in the village of Spas of Kolomyia
district and the saltworks complex in the village of Loieva of Nadvirna
district. According to scientists, in a culture dating back to the beginning of
the 4th millennium BC, foundry was not used yet, but only blacksmith’s
tools: cold and hot forging, turning, highlighting, and polishing™.

High artistic quality, perfect shapes and ornaments characterize the
ceramics found in the foothills of the Carpathians. Obviously, the masters
were well aware of the properties of clay and mastered the technological
techniques, which ensured the strength of the products with too thin walls.
The dishes were decorated with recessed, ribbed grooves and hand-drawn
ornaments painted with red, black, brown and white mineral paints. The
image was mainly in the form of a spiral and its elements in combination with
various signs, including images of the sun, moon, animals and plants'®.

One of the reliable sources on the origin and development of art of
agricultural tribes that lived in modern Western Ukraine during the Neolithic
Revolution, are pysanky (Easter eggs), especially Boiko ones. They have a
rich solar ornamentation. Here we see the image of the sun in the form of a
radiant circle with lines or dots, and various solar signs: oblique crosses,
tetraskeles, “mills” and “windmills”. Ethnographer Vadym Shcherbakivskyi
(1876—1957) was inclined to think that the ornament of Ukrainian pysanky
has a dominant element that reflects the cult of the sun’.

Art analysis of more than 600 specimens of Boiko pysanky allowed
Mykhailo Skoryk to notice numerous varieties of swastika or triquetra®, in
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particular with rounded horns, processes'®. According to the scientist, such an
artistic element of pysanky of Boikivshchyna as the “Greek cross™®® came
from the swastika when connecting the ends of the hooks with the center.
Among the decor of Boiko pysanky there are double and single swastikas,
varieties of single and double triquetras, rosettes with eight or six petals. In
addition to conventional symbols on such works of folk culture, the real
images of the sun and stars can be seen.

The spiral motif is also common on Boiko pysanky. In some compositions
it is shown independently, and in others — as part of more complex artistic
solutions. According to V. Darkevich, the motif of paired spirals is explained
by their symbolic meaning of the dichotomy of all nature. The right scroll
expresses development, growth, morning, spring, development, while the left
one — fading, autumn, evening, end®.

It is believed that the spiral motif originated in agricultural tribes since the
Eneolithic as a symbolic image of the movement of the sun in the sky®.

Approximately in the middle of the 4th millennium BC the population of
Prykarpattia mastered foundry. One of the proofs of this can be a small
treasure of copper things in the Trypillian painted pot, found in 1895 in the
village of Horodnytsia (Horodenka district of Ivano-Frankivsk region). The
set of monuments consisted of a flat adze-ax, a wedge-shaped ax, a dagger,
fragments of a tiara and several dozen beads?®.

Archaeological excavations in the Carpathian Hills and in the Beskids
conducted initially by Polish and in recent years by Slovak expeditions,
uncovered many monuments from different times. They indicate favorable
conditions for agriculture and animal husbandry in some mountainous areas.
Accordingly, the conclusion concerning their settlement by agricultural tribes
of the culture of funnel-shaped ware since the 4th millennium BC is reliable®”.

At the turn of the 3rd-2nd millennium BC, after the cessation of the
Eneolithic cultures — Trypillian, funnel-shaped vessels, spherical amphorae —
in most of Central and Eastern Europe, numerous tribes were formed, which
left behind the cultural monuments of corded ware. Four mounds of the
Bronze Age near the Kulchytsi village in Sambir region were the object of
attention of Ya. Pasternak®, later research at the Kulchytskyi Eneolithic
Cemetery was continued by Ihor Sveshnikov.
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As for the spiritual life of the Carpathian communities, according to
Mykola Peleshchyshyn and Larysa Krushelnytska, the traditions, customs,
religious ideas, artistic preferences inherent in a large array of early Indo-
European tribes in Europe spread among them. Certainly, the leading role is
believed to have been played by beliefs about the existence of the soul, the
relationship between life and the afterlife, the cult of ancestors. It was not at
that time that burial mounds first appeared in Podkarpackie, the custom of
sprinkling the dead with red ocher, which “symbolized blood, life, cremation
as purification by fire”?,

An important stage in the settlement of the Carpathian region dates back to
the Bronze Age (2nd—1st millennium BC). The flourishing of the local bronze
foundry is believed to have been triggered by the arrival in the Carpathians of
the Noah culture tribes from Priprut Romania. As the researchers conclude,
although the residents of Prykarpattia did not have deposits of copper, tin, zinc,
but received copper-bronze products or shapeless copper or already bronze
scrap by exchange with neighboring tribes, mainly from Transcarpathia.
Naturally, this supported the borrowing of other people’s artistic achievements
and the transfer of their own. This was facilitated by the mountain passes,
which since the Stone Age had become economic communications.

Archaeologists found traces of bronze foundry, established in the late
2nd millennium BC in the settlement near the Ostrivets village (Horodenka
district of lvano-Frankivsk region). Remains of four bronze foundry furnaces
and the ruins of a building with furnaces for additional processing of bronze
products were discovered there. In the complex of monuments there were
stone molds for casting the tip of a spear, a chisel, an adze, an awl and a disc-
shaped candle, three unhewn stone tiles from sandstone?’.

Multi-vector contacts of the ancient population of Prykarpattia with
neighbors confirm numerous findings. In particular, the items that were part
of the Ostrivets treasure, which dated back to the end of the 2nd millennium
BC, have analogies among the monuments from the Northern Black Sea and
Transylvania. Another example is that two copper axes found in the Kolomyia
region probably belonged to the Caucasian type. ldentical sights are known
from Hungary. The discovery of a mold for making such axes near Salzburg
(Austria) indicates the center of their production in the Danube?®.

Economic communications between the population of Prykarpattia and
Zakarpattia are evidenced by products made of Transcarpathian volcanic glass
found in the village of Kornych, Kolomyia district, lvano-Frankivsk region®.
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A treasure of bronze objects, consisting of five or seven stacked
hemispherical cauldrons, was found in the Kunisivtsi village of Horodenka
district. One of the vessels was decorated with a delicate ornament by an
ancient master, and around its walls he made cross-shaped ears, and between
them — two rows of embossed protrusions that formed a kind of wreath.
Below, the ornament was replaced by motifs of “swan necks” embossed
symmetrically opposite each other. According to Nataliia Paliichuk, such
vessels are a typical example of products from Etruscan workshops, acquired
as a result of trade relations, as analogies with the findings were found in
Hungary and Bulgaria. The significance of the treasure is confirmed by its
preservation in the Vienna Museum®.

The Komariv culture (15th—11th centuries BC), which replaced the culture
of corded ware or battle axes, is represented by mounds in Stopchatov, Kosiv
district, and settlements in Loieva, Nadvirna district. Scholars agree that at the
stage of formation of this archaeological culture there was a separation of the
Slavic substratum from the Balto-Slavic community. The concept of a three-
part division of early Slavs was even proposed as early as the third quarter of
the 2nd millennium BC, seeing sprouts of the Western TSinec culture in the
future Western Slavs, the South TSinec culture in the Eastern ones, and the
Komariv culture in the southern ones*.

In studying the solar symbolism of Boiko pysanky scientists make the
assumption that the symbols of the sun can be found on the ceramics of
prehistoric times. As it is known, such symbols are most often traced among
the antiquities of the Komariv culture (15th-11th centuries BC), known
mainly from cemeteries found on the territory of Prykarpattia.

Not only the tribes of the Corded Ware culture, but also the ethnic group
living in the Danube region took part in the formation of the Komariv
“Slavic” culture. After arriving from the Carpathians, its representatives had a
great influence on the forms and ornamentation of Trypillian culture®.

In the Pokutsko-Bukovynian Carpathians, since the Bronze Age, there were
many salt-producing complexes, which had no analogues in capacity in
Central Europe at that time. There are more than 200 salt-producing sourses
within the ethnic Ukrainian lands. The uniqueness of the Loieva saltworks is
that a multi-layered section of crops was found here, because salt production
continued in that area since the Eneolithic era. Remains of cultural horizons
of Trypillian culture, Metnovytsia, Komariv, Noah ones and Thracian
Hallstatt are recorded on the site®,

% Maniitayk H. Ckxap6u 6pon3oBoi m06u 3 [opoieHKiBChKHX TepeHiB. fmeopie : miTepaTypHO-
Kpae3HaBYMH 1 MUCTEIbKUI ambMaHax. 'oponenka, 2005. Y. 13—14. C. 43.

3 Bepesanckas C. Cpennuii nepuoy 6ponsoBoro Beka B CeBepHoit Ykpaune. Kuis : Haykosa nymka,
1972. C. 193.

2 Kpymensaunpka JI. ConeBapuuii nienTp y c. JloeBa HanipHsiHChKOTO paiiony IBaHO-DpaHKiBCHKOT
obnacri. Hoei mamepianu 3 apxeonocii Ilpuxapnamms i Boauni. JIeBiB, 1990. Bum. 1. C. 62-64.

% Kpymensanupka JI. Coneapuumii rientp y c. Jloepa HaasiprsiHchKOro paitony IBamo-®paHKiBChKOT
obnacrti. Hoei mamepianu 3 apxeonoeii [lpuxapnamms i Boauni. JIpis, 1990. Bum. 1. C. 62—64.

499



Successful salt industry, as a basis for intensive external relations, is
confirmed by another discovery in the area of the Kosmach village
(Medvezhyi village, “Tymchuchchyna” land type) is a three-thousand-year-
old salt production center. Its scale is evidenced by 470 kg of collected
fragments of utensils, which were once used to form salt briquettes. One of
the three Trans-Carpathian routes was found to be used for its transportation
to consumers. It ran through Hutsul region (Yablunytsia Pass) to Transylvania
and the Middle Danube Lowland. The Thracians not only added salt to food,
but also used the imported valuable product for the production of metal
products. This fact also convincingly confirms the relationship of cultures of
the early metal age®.

Thanks to the trade and well-established salt production on the Dobromyl —
Stara Sil — Bolekhiv — Nadvirna — Kolomyia — Kosmach — Suceava section,
the population of the Upper Transnistria, as established, received a large
influx of various bronze products (swords, axes, sickles, cauldrons and
bracelets) of Transylvanian and Semihorod origin. At the same time, on the
territory of Prykarpattia, foundry technology was developed among the
bearers of the Noah culture. The high level of such production is evidenced by
materials from the settlements of Mahala, Ostrivets, Velyka Kamianka,
Oleshiv, Kelmentsi, cemeteries (Ostrivets), treasures and some finds®.

At the beginning of the Early Iron Age, the spiritual life of the tribes of the
Carpathian region continued to undergo intense changes. Evidence of this
may be the rock sanctuary of the Goligrad tribes in the Urych village, Skole
district, Lviv region. It is located on giant sandstone cliffs, 75 m above the
surrounding valley. The surface of individual rocks is covered with many
images. About 270 solar signs are recorded here, among which there are five
groups: holes, holes with a rim, disk-shaped, concentric and signs in the shape
of an octagon. The closest analogies to the rock reliefs of Urych are found in
the north of the Balkan Peninsula in Sakar Mountain, near the Bulgarian
villages of Paleokastro and Hlyabovo, on the walls of the Rabisha cave®.

Archaeological monuments of the early Scythian period, in particular
Kulchytske settlement, testify to the diversity of cultural components of the
ancient population of Prykarpattia. Its appropriate contours are evidenced by
the fact that it is oval in shape, measuring 900 x 1,100 m with an area of
about 80 hectares. A similar example is the settlement in Krushelnytsia (Skole
Beskids).

The discovery of 1885 can testify to the cultural influences of the Celtic
population in the La Téne period on the natives of Prykarpattia. Then,
between Synevydsk and Stinava Nyzhnia (Skoliv Beskids), the burial of a

3 Kpymensuunpka JI., banapiscekuii M. CoseBUpoOHMITBO Ha ['YyIyJIBIIMHI TPH THUCSYONITTS TOMY.
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Celtic warrior was discovered, whose grave was located in a mound of the
Eneolithic period. There was an iron sword near the deceased. Also, there was
a part of another sword, stirrups, fishing rod, two pottery vessels. Until
recently, it was believed that this was the first and almost the only trace of the
arrival of the Celts in Boikivshchyna. As Ya. Pasternak points out, in the last
centuries BC — the time of the highest development of their political power,
they carried out a kind of trade expansion and in search of new markets for
their developed industry, as at that time, occupied the Czech Republic,
Moravia, Silesia and came to Posanie through Western Galicia.

According to a well-known archaeologist, the Celts first brought with them
various iron products to the Subcarpathians, and then crossed the Veretskyi
Pass to Transcarpathia®’. Celtic influence in the Upper Transnistria and the
Carpathians is not disputed today, as from the middle of the 1st millennium
BC their advance through the territories of modern Bohemia and Moravia to
Transnistria caused the economic, political and cultural rise of this people in
the Hallstatt period, and later in the La Téne period (4th—2nd centuries BC).

The penetration of the Celtic population into the Slavic world is believed to
have contributed to the rise of the local economy. Then in the Ukrainian
Carpathians, according to scientists, a number of iron mining centers
appeared, metalworking was radically improved, and pottery workshops
began to function. The Celts brought to the indigenous inhabitants of the
Carpathians a special type of housing with a deep pillar structure and a tent
roof. According to researchers, funeral rites acquired new features; in
particular, in the cemeteries of that time, archaeologists discovered bent
swords and spearheads.

The presence of the Celtic ethnic element is said to have had a marked
effect on the Slavic metallurgical terminology. Linguists speak confidently
about the Celtic cultural expansion. It is noted that all available hydronyms of
Transnistria indicate the Celtic political basis and the Slavic ethnic majority,
which lived there at the turn of the old and new era®.

2. Prykarpattia and the Ukrainian Carpathians

in the period of the early Slavs and Kievan Rus
An important period of settlement of the Carpathian region is associated
with the history of Kievan Rus. The analysis of this section focuses on the
period of the early Slavs, which preceded its formation. It is known about
their appearance on the historical arena of Europe as a numerous and formed
socio-political force before the middle of the first millennium AD. It is
noteworthy that the early Slavic population of Boikivshchyna on both sides of
the Carpathians was then the westernmost part of the “populous” (according

%" Macrepnak $1. BoiikiBmuua y rmubusi Bikis. Botikisuuna. ®inanensdis; Horo-Hopx, 1980. C. 11-12.
% TaGopak M. Tomosimis ITOKYTTS Ta AESKMX NPHIETIMX TEPHTOPiHl : €THMONOTIYHHMH CIIOBHHK-
noBigHuK. [BaHO-®pankiBebk : Micto HB, 2013. 932 c.
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to Jordan, the Byzantine historian of Gothic origin of the 6th century) proto-
Ukrainian tribes of Antes®. However, here we must pay attention to
M. Hrushevsky’s designation of the threshold of historical times for the
Ukrainian people, which is proposed to be considered the 4th century (before
it, Ukrainians can be “spoken of only as part of the Slavic group”)®.

In the light of modern concepts of the historical homeland of the Indo-
Europeans, a special place is given to the Danube region. The “Tale of
Bygone Years” repeatedly points to the settlement of the early Slavs along it.
Numerous toponyms that have survived in Hungary, Romania and the
Ukrainian Carpathians testify to the Slavic settlement of the Danube-
Carpathian region. As noted by researchers of Celtic history, several
consonants characteristic for archaic Slavic phrases — brda, vra, gvda, vkra,
skra, poprad, gor, kharb, grb — also occur in many Carpathian toponyms*".

At the turn of the 9th and 10th centuries, the Kyiv chronicler called the
inhabitants of the Carpathians white Croats and considered their historical
destiny along with other ancient Russian tribes — Polyany, Severyany,
Drevlyany, Duliby, Tivertsy and Ulychi. White Croats then inhabited the
upper Transnistria, Posanie and the adjacent Carpathian Foothills, and on the
southern side of the Carpathians — the territory of present-day Eastern
Slovakia and the western part of Carpathian Ukraine.

The conclusion of the Ukrainian ethnologist Sviatoslav Semeniuk, who
studied the action of the Wallachian colonization in Mezhyrich (the
westernmost part of the Ukrainian Carpathians), is relevant. The scholar
believed that the 8th—10th centuries became the apogee of the territorial
expansion of the Ruthenians in Central and Eastern Europe. Eventually, their
habitat, especially in the West, began to narrow significantly. ‘“Therefore,
only ignorant historians can be skeptical of K. Bahrianorodnyi’s reports about
Greater Croatia from the Prut to Bavaria or wonder at Prince Sviatoslav’s
intentions to move the capital of Kievan Rus to the Danube. In fact, not only
Wallachia, but also northern Bulgaria was then inhabited by Ruthenians, and
on the Danube there is still a city with a very eloquent name Ruse (this is
where Sviatoslav intended to arrange his new capital)”*.

Information about Greater Croatia is supplemented by Eastern written
sources dating from the 9th-10th centuries. From the work on the Slavs,
preserved in the editions of Ibn Ruste (T 903) “Al Alak-av-Nafisa”, we learn
about the Croatian country, its capital Jarvat, or Hordat, the name of which
orientalists read as Croat®.

% Bapan B.JI. JlaBui cios’sian. Kuis : Anbreprarusy, 1998. C. 23.
I'pymescekuii M. Ictopis Ykpaiau-Pycu : B 11 1. 12 xH. / peaxomn.: I1. Coxans (ronosa) Ta iH. KuiB :
Hayk. nymka, 1994. T. 1. C. 18.
! Imp0 B. Brums kensTi Ha PO3BHTOK CJIOB’SIHCBKOT'O €THOCY 1 CJIOB’SIHCBHKOI Jiep>KaBHOCTI. Bouiku.
Hporodud, 2002. C. 60.
“2 Cementok C. Ykpainchki icropuxo-etiuni semni (Ilonbia, Yropimusa, Pymysis, CoBauunna, Yexis,
Asgcrpis, Cakconis). JIbBiB : Anpiopi, 2011. C. 347-348.
Kopunacknii O. ['opoaumie-TuranT B npearopbsx YkpauHckux Kapmat. Tpyosr V. Meswcoynapoornozo
Komnepecca craeanckotl apxeonoeuu. Mocksa, 1987. T. 3. Beim. la. C. 111-112.
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An archaeological expedition led by O. Korchynskyi searched for Croatian
monuments in Transnistria and studied the finds. As a result, in 1981-2013,
several dozen new Slavic hillforts, settlements, and cemeteries were opened.
Unknown Slavic pagan sacred centers of the 9th-10th centuries were
discovered. One of the largest cities in Greater Croatia at that time was a
fortress located on the Stiljsko hillfort. I1ts medieval settlement is known from
documents of the Vatican archives (sources date back to the thirties of the
14th century). The study of monuments confirmed that it was one of the largest
cities in the Slavic world at the turn of the 9th—10th centuries. Fortifications in
the form of earthen ramparts and ditches 10 km long, enclosing an area of
250 hectares, preserved from a large Slavic settlement built on a high wooded
plateau along the steep left bank of the Kolodnytsia River.

Numerous settlements, cemeteries and pre-Christian cult centers have been
found in the vicinity of the Stiljsko hillfort. In the village of Iliv, 2.5 km to the
east, on a high mountain above the llovets River, a pagan sanctuary
functioned in the 9th and early 11th centuries. In addition, pre-Christian
religious centers were discovered near the city of Mykolaiv, Lviv region and
in the villages of Dibrova and Velyka Volia of Mykolaiv district*.

In the Arab sources of the 9th—10th centuries, evidence of the spiritual
culture of the population of Prykarpattia, which was part of the Greater
Croatia state, were found. It is repeatedly mentioned that it is a fire-
worshiper, and hits religion is closely associated with agriculture. It is also
noted that the remnants of the cult of the bull were preserved here, and great
respect is paid to the god of the sky and fertility (some researchers see
Sviatovyd in him). According to al-Masudi, a cave temple is dedicated to him
in the Black Mountain tract, where a statue of this pagan god stands.
Croatians, according to Arab travelers, are very fond of music, play eight-
stringed lutes, harps and pipes®.

Probably, during the residence of white Croats in the Carpathians there
were separate settlements, the inhabitants of which were shepherds, who
moved with the flocks along mountain pastures. Belonging of white Croats
from Transcarpathia to the border areas of the Old Russian state led to the
spread of their new ethnonym “Rusyn”*.

An important period of development of the Ukrainian Carpathians came
after the entry of this territory together with the territories of Cherven “cities”
into Kievan Rus. The region became its western outpost, which in turn
influenced the development of old Croatian “cities” and the establishment of

* Kopumncekmit O., Ilmmak O. Crimechkmii kommiekc IX-XI cr. (3a JaHHNMH HAHHOBIIIHX

apXeoJIOTIYHUX JIOCIIHKEHB). E6oioyis po3eumky cioe sncokux epadie VIII-XIV cm. y nepeoeip i Kapnam i
Tamp : MixHapoaHa HayKoBa KOH(EpPEHIlis : Te3u NomoBined 1 moBigomieHb. (M. JIbBiB, 27-29 BepecHs
1994 p.). JIsBiB, 1994. C. 49.

®> Opunnnikos O. KynsTypa Benukoi Xopsarii X cT. 3a Marepiamamu apabcbkux reorpadis.
BoiikiBuinaa: Ictopis Ta cyuacHicts. JIbBiB; Cambip, 1995. C. 70.

* omko 10.I. Hacenenus Yipaincekux Kapmar XV-XVIII cr. Kuis : Haykosa mymka, 1976. 120 c.
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new ones. Some of them were economic and administrative centers, other
hillforts became settlements of boyars, trade and craft centers. Many
fortresses housed military garrisons that defended the borders of the Przemysl
principality, and later — the Galician lands.

Traces of contemporary human activity testify to the active settlement of
the Carpathian lands during the princely period. They have been preserved in
the form of destroyed ramparts, sites of settlements, as well as in the names of
mountains, glades, forests, tracts, etc. For example, in the village of Sheshory
there is a place called “Kernychnyi Horod”, and in the Shipit village — a tract
“Horodyshche”. The toponyms like “Prince’s Forest”, “Boyarsky Stream”,
“Prince’s Mountain”, “Prince’s Glade” testify to the ancient Russian
influences in the villages of Vyzhnii Bereziv, Dori, Liuchky, Chorni Oslavy™’.

During the princely times (10th—13th centuries) there were at least
12 hillforts and 10 settlements in Hutsul region. In particular, hillforts were
found in Horody, Kobaky, Kuty, Pistyna, Stari Kuty, Sheshory, Shipit
(Kosivshchyna), Barvinkova (Verkhovyna), Delyatyn, Loieva and Pniv
(Nadvirnianshchyna), and settlements — in Akryshor, Horishnii Bereziv,
Kosmach, Tekuch, Yavoriv (Kosiv region), lltsi, Krasnoillia (Verkhovyna
region), Bili Oslavy, Zelena and Mykulychyna (Nadvirnianshchyna).

Important data were obtained by scientists during the study of the
settlement of the 10th—12th centuries in the town of Kuty, Kosiv district. The
defensive object, located on a mountain called Horodyshche, is now
represented by traces of earthen fortifications and a soil necropolis with the
body-layings of princely times*.

Numerous names (Horodok, Horod, Halych, Mohylky, Taboryshche, and
Zamchyshche) testify to the intensive development of life in the Old Russian
period in Prykarpattia and, in particular, in Hutsul region. They often sound in
the names of tracts: Horodok Lis in the village of Chornyi Potik, Horodok
Kernychnyi in the village of Sheshory, Halycha Hora in the village of
Moskalivka, and Hora Halycha in the village of Rozhniv.

There are many toponymic names that to some extent characterize the life
of the population in the period of Kievan Rus. These are, in particular, such
names of villages as Kniazhe (above the river Cheremorsh), Kniazhdvir
(above the river Prut), Kniazha hora (near Liuchka), Kniazha poliana
(in Chorni Oslavy), Knyazhyi Lis (in Vyzhnii Bereziv), Boiarske Paso-
vyshche (in Zelena), Boiarskyi potik (in Dora)*.

In the pre-Mongol period, the Carpathian line of defense singled out
strongholds that appeared in the foothills: Vyhoda, Bubnyshche, Syniovydne,
Tustan, Staryi Sambir. These defense centers controlled the main roads and

A padoseupkuii B. 'ynynpmuaa XII-XIX cromite. Ictopuunnii. JIpeiB : Buma mikomna, 1982. C. 25.

“8 Pariu O. JlaBHHOPYCHKI apXeONOTiuHi maM’sITKH Ha TepUTOpii 3axigaux obmacteit YPCP. Kuis : Buj-
Bo AH YPCP, 1957. C. 56.

® I'pa6oserskuii B. Ictopis Tymymsimmsn. Kocis : ucannit Kamins, 2013. C. 22.
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were a kind of “gate” to Vyshkivskyi, Skotarskyi, Voritskyi (Veretskyi)
“Russian Way”, Uzhytskyi passes™.

In the times of the Galicia-Volyn principality, before the invasion of
nomadic hordes, Prykarpattia was a densely populated region. There is reason
to believe that there were about 200 settlements. Among them there are five
chronicle cities: Halych (898), Tysmenytsia (1143), Sniatyn (1158), Tovmach
(1213), Kolomyia (1240), more than 60 hillforts and more than 120 settle-
ments (unfortified rural houses).

Despite the loss of population during the devastating campaign of Batu,
Horde invasions, epidemics, continuous military struggle for the Galician-
Volyn lands, they were a populous territory. Among the documentary
evidence of the settlement of the region, which dates back to the second half
of the 14th century, there are mentions of the settlements of Mykytyntsi
(1365), Utoropy (1367), Pistyn (1375). Polish missionaries Janko of
Charnkow (1382) and Wtadystaw Abragan (1390), during their stay in
Prykarpattia in the last quarter of the 16th century, noted the population
density of the region and pointed to the local network of cities™.

According to P. Siredzhuk, the settlement of the foothills and mountains
took place mainly due to the socially and economically active elements of the
Ukrainian population, i.e. those peasants who wanted and were not afraid to
boldly develop virgin lands. Secondly, the royal government, preferring to
have a firm foothold in the conquered Ukrainian lands, provided estates to the
nobility and magnates®”.

The problem of the so-called Wallachian colonization of the Carpathians in
the 10th—18th centuries has been hotly debated in European historiography for
a long time. It is well known that part of them (mostly the territory of present-
day Romania) was once inhabited by Wallachians. But the question of the
epicentre of their colonization, its directions and forms still remains open. The
hypothesis of the settlement of the Ukrainian Carpathians was one of the first
put forward by the Polish researcher A. Stadnicki. He, and later his followers,
claimed that in the Middle and Late Middle Ages those territories were
colonized by Wallachian settlers. Over time, they were assimilated by the
Ukrainian ethnic group®.

Similar views have been expressed in modern Polish historiography. In
particular, Andrzej Wielocha believes that “a new form of management was
necessary for the development of mountainous areas, to which Wallachian
shepherds turned out to be more adapted. And they with the right of owners
became pioneers in the gradual development of mountainous areas, but the
majority of the population were, obviously, Ruthenians from the foothills. In

%0 Poxxo M. Tycranb — 1aBHROpYChbKa HackenbHa (opTens. Kuis : Haykosa nymka, 1996. C. 164—-183.
22 Cipemxyk I1. Sk i komm 3acensnocs [pukapnarts. JKosmens. JIbBiB, 1984. Ne 2. C. 102.

Ibid.
>3 Stadnicki A. O wsiach tak zwanych wloskich na pilnocsnyh stoku Karpat. Lwow, 1848. P. 7-10.
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this process, the various influences of the people who came to the mountains
over time assimilated and gradually transformed, and as a result there was
another, different culture, exceptional on all sides and original one. This
transformation, the absorption of something new, lasted until about the
middle of the 18th century, after which Hutsul culture, continuing to accept
fresh trends from outside, began to radiate and influence its neighbors”*.

Some researchers identify the issue of colonization of the Ukrainian
Carpathians with the spread of the so-called Wallachian law. It should be
noted that for a long time in the area of Ukrainian ethnic lands, in addition to
Russian law, there was a German (Magdeburg) law and Polish state law.
From the 13th to the 18th century, Wallachian customary law also functioned
In mountainous areas, which probably influenced the formation of the cultural
identity of the region.

The essence of the concept of “Wallachian colonization of the Carpathians”
and the origin of the term “Wallachians” should be clarified. According to
most researchers, the first written mention of the bearers of the ethnonym
“Wallachians” was recorded in the Balkans. According to the Czech scholar
K. Kadlec, the Wallachians were the population of the former Roman
provinces. In the process of “resettlement of peoples”, they assimilated with
the Slavs. In the 13th century, the Wallachians arrived in Semihorod
(Transylvania) as the already formed people. Their representatives called
themselves Romanians, and neighboring peoples called them “Wlochs”,
“Wlachs”, “Wallachians” and other similar names. These cognate words have
been found to be of German origin, apparently from the word “gall”, and the
German population has traditionally formed the words “walh”, “vealh”, from
which the Slavic names are derived: “Wlach”, “Wallach”, “Wallachian”.

The earliest mention of the Wallachians in the chronicle dates back to 898.
The “Tale of Bygone Years” reports that the Ugrians, coming from the east,
moved through the Carpathian Mountains and began to fight the local
population — the Wallachians and Slavs. The Wallachians were expelled, and
the land inhabited by the Ugric people was called Hungarian®.

Another notice about the Wallachians is found in the work of the Byzantine
general Kekavmen. He tells of the assassination of David, one of the four
comitopules who headed the First Bulgarian Kingdom. It was this ruler who
was killed by some Wallachian travellers®®.

The Byzantine historian Honiat Akominat mentions that the lands of the
Wallachians stretched near the Galician principality. He reports that the
contender for the Byzantine throne Andronicus, fleeing persecution after a
failed conspiracy, reached the Galician land, where he felt safe. But some

> Benboxa Anmxkeit. [Ipo Tymymemuny. Iopu Iyyynswunu. Kpakis, 2006. C. 62.

*® Jlitomuc Pycekwii 3a Imatchkum cimckoM / iepexnan Jleonin Maxnoseup. Kuis : ainpo, 1990. C. 14.

6 JlutaBpun I'. Bnaxu Busantuiickux uctouHukoB X—XIII BB. FOeo-e6ocmounas Eepona e anoxy
@eooanusma. Kumunes, 1973. C. 95.
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Wallachians, learning of his whereabouts, tried to return the fugitive to the
emperor”’.

Moldovan researchers N. Mohov and L. Polevoy believe that in the 14th—
15th centuries, due to the seizure of fertile lands and pastures of communities,
the increase of duties by Hungarian feudal lords, migration processes
intensified among the Wallachian population. This forced many of its
representatives to leave their native places and relocate to the territory of
present-day Moldova and adjacent Carpathian and Carpathian lands>®.

In Soviet historiography, there were two opposing positions on the
appearance of the Wallachian element in the Eastern Carpathians. Some
researchers date it to the 13th-14th centuries; other experts connect the
appearance of the Wallachians with an earlier period. P. Siderzhuk declared the
position of modern historical science. According to his argument based on
archival materials, there was no mass resettlement of the Wallachian population,
which can be characterized as the colonization of the Ukrainian Carpathians,
neither at the stage of emergence of the first villages (9th—16th centuries), nor at
the stage of formation of most settlements (17th—18th centuries)™.

Prince Roman Mistislavovich (1173-1205) pursuing an active foreign
policy united the Volyn and Galician lands into a single Galicia-Volyn
principality in 1199. The new state reached its peak under Prince Danylo
Halytsky (1205-1264). He had great authority in Europe, waged an active
struggle against the Mongol-Tatars and received the royal crown. According
to chronicles, at the end of the 13th century there were about 80 cities in the
country. They became significant centers of crafts and trade, outposts in the
fight against enemies, among them: Lutsk, Kholm, Halych, Belz, VVolodymyr,
Ustyluh, Kamin, Turiisk, Chortoryisk and others®.

CONCLUSIONS

The study of the cultural relations of Galicia-Volyn Rus needed to outline
the characteristics of its settlement in the prehistoric era. It is believed that
human penetration into the territory of modern Ukraine began through the
Carpathian passes. Its ancient origins are confirmed by archaeological
discoveries. Thanks to them, it is know about the oldest sites of primitive
people. Many different cultural layers, which successively replaced each other
from the Acheulean era to the Iron Age, were managed to find. The results of
archaeological research have traced the evolution of the culture of making
tools. Paleolithic hunters left many such objects, some of which were perhaps

> Mummape B. Pomanckue s3pikn Oro-Boctounoit EBporsl m HanmoHambHBIH 361K MoOIaBCKoOi
CCP. Bonpocwi mondasckozo szvikosuanusi. Mocksa, 1953. C. 103.
[Monesoii JI. Ouepku ucropudeckoii reorpapun Monnasuu XI11-XV BB. Kumnnes,1979. 206 c.
% Cipepxyx I1., ®pu3 B. Un 6yna Bomockka kooHisamis Ykpaincekux Kapmat? [zein. 1992. Ne 3—4.
C. 146.
% T'pymescokmii M. Ictopis Yipainu-Pycu : B 11 1. 12 k. / peakon.: IT. Coxasb (ronosa) ta in. Kuis :
Hayk. nymxa, 1994. T. 1 : Jlo mogatky XI Biky. (Ilam’siTkm icT. ;ymkn Ykpainu). 736 c.
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the most complex among the synchronous complexes of Central Europe. The
allocation of periods of the Ukrainian Carpathians settlement contributed to a
clear vision of natural changes in the economic activities of ancient society,
the development of crafts; pre-Christian cult centers functioned, different
ethnic groups interacted, which was due to the geographical location of these
areas on the “border of cultures”. The study of the oldest manifestations of
artistic creativity of the then population of the Carpathians and Prykarpattia
reveals a lot of information about people’s lives, their work, beliefs,
worldview, ethnocultural interactions. The latter was primarily facilitated by
salt production in the Pokutsko-Bukovynian Carpathians. The discovered
saltworks complexes testify to the lively trade with many European countries.
Transcarpathian routes were used for this purpose. Naturally, this became a
guarantee of mutual borrowing of artistic heritage. In their spread, a certain
role belongs to the penetration of the Celtic population into the local Slavic
world, the influence of newcomers on its metal production. The Kyiv
chronicler’s consideration of the historical destiny of white Croats at the turn
of the 9th—10th centuries as inhabitants of the Carpathians and Prykarpattia
valleys, along with other ancient Russian tribes, testified to their connection
In a common state — Kievan Rus, a new stage of socio-economic development
of its western territories.

SUMMARY

The publication reveals the features of the long and complex history of the
settlement of the Carpathians and Prykarpattia. Intense cultural contacts
between different groups of the ancient population were formed in line with
the fateful ethno-forming processes. Most of the Bronze Age archaeological
cultures of this area reflect the material and spiritual world of the Slavic-
Baltic-Germanic community. The text points out the important role in the
genesis of modern European peoples, in particular the Slavs. The Thracian,
Illyrian, and Celtic peoples, and later Romanians and Hungarians (ethnic
groups, neighbouring Ukrainians of the Carpathians and Prykarpattia) also
played a significant role in their history. At the same time, this historical,
ethnographic and cultural region developed under the influence of many other
political, management and economic factors. At the same time, it had close
ethnically based ties with the bearers of Thracian culture in present-day
Slovakia, Hungary, and Romania.

During the disintegration of the primitive communal system, in conditions
of socio-economic shifts, pagan beliefs and rituals changed. First of all,
religious cults became more complicated, and in addition to traditional
worship of natural forces and individual objects in the open air, worship
services were practiced in special places of worship.
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The new studies results of the life of the then population of Prykarpattia
became the basis for a better vision of their pagan beliefs ambiguous and
complex in form and essence cultural phenomenon. It once again convinces of
the highly developed spirituality of ancient Ukrainians.

Despite the difficult natural conditions and turbulent socio-historical
processes, the local population has for centuries preserved ancient traditions
in which the remnants of the pagan worldview and ritual behavior dictated by
the Christian cult are inextricably intertwined.

Gradually, the original cultural tradition was strengthened on the territory
of the Galicia-Volyn principality. By synthesizing the influences of Great
Moravia and Kyiv and embodying the character of the Byzantine Christian
heritage, it became not only one of the cornerstones of the national art school
formation, but also ensured its continuous development.
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