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INTRODUCTION

The Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) is an important organiza-
tional center for the Ukrainian diaspora in over 80 countries around the
world. It unites Ukrainians abroad around a common goal — to support
the homeland in its fight against the russian aggressor. Today, we can
confidently say that the UWC has become the “global voice of
Ukrainians in the world”. After all, over twenty-five million
Ukrainians live outside Ukraine, and the Ukrainian diaspora has never
before been so numerous.

In the context of a large-scale russian aggression against Ukraine,
the UWC mobilizes the Ukrainian diaspora for humanitarian, financial
and informational assistance, advocates internationally strengthening
Ukrainian identity abroad and influencing the adoption of important
decisions in the international arena regarding the Ukrainian statehood.
The main strategic direction of the UWC’s activities is the slogan:
“Towards victory together with Ukraine!”.

Analysis and summary of the UWC’s activities from the beginning
of the full-scale russian aggression against Ukraine to the present day
will allow us to assess the effectiveness of global support for Ukraine
during the large-scale war, record the contribution of the diaspora to
the struggle for the defense of the sovereignty of the Ukrainian state
and improve the ways of its modern international support.

The issue of the Russian-Ukrainian war is the subject of active
research by Ukrainian historians, who study its preconditions, course,
consequences, and impact on the development of Ukraine and the
world?.
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The strategic directions of assistance provided to Ukraine by the
Ukrainian diaspora during the period of martial law are elucidated in
the publication by O. Hrachevska and D. Akhmadzhanova. It shows
that starting from 2014, Ukraine has received significant support from
the Ukrainians abroad, especially during the unfolding of the
Euromaidan events, the annexation of Crimea, the war in Eastern
Ukraine, and the full-scale russian invasion?.

The UWC’s opposition to russia’s aggressive policy is highlighted
by A. Kononenko. The scholar proves that UWC organizations,
through governments and parliaments, have been seeking the extension
of sanctions against the russian federation since the beginning of the
war in 2014, demanding the release of all Ukrainian political prisoners,
and providing considerable financial and humanitarian assistance to
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their homeland. Her scientific research chronologically covers the
period up to 2016°. R. Popp in her research shows the UWC's
humanitarian initiatives to support Ukraine during the war in 2014—
20224,

1. Assistance to the Armed Forces of Ukraine

After the start of large-scale russian aggression against Ukraine on
February 24, 2022, the Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) significantly
intensified and expanded the areas of its activities. One of the key
areas was assistance to the Ukrainian Armed Forces. Therefore, in
February 2022, the UWC launched the “Unite with Ukraine” initiative
This global UWC campaign was originally conceived to organize
assistance to the Territorial Defense Forces of Ukraine. The Director of
“Unite with Ukraine” Andriy Potichnyi noted that such an emphasis
was made because the territorial defense “was a new structure, and it
was defined as one that probably does not have the budget of other
structures, and also does not have the massive support that
international partners provide to the armed forces™®.

Much attention has been paid to tactical medicine within the
framework of this initiative, because the life of a soldier wounded on
the battlefield directly depends on the quality of medical support. As of
September 1, 2022, the project purchased and delivered to Ukrainian
defenders individual First Aid Kits (IFAK) (7275), Israeli-made
bandages (100,000), nasopharyngeal tubes (10,500), tourniquets
(42,100), paramedic backpacks (650), occlusive dressings (1,000)°.

To strengthen front-line medical care, the UWC’s “Unite with
Ukraine” Initiative, together with specialists from Ukraine’s military
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intelligence, developed and delivered an aid package for the Main
Intelligence Directorate of the Ministry of Defense of Ukraine (HUR)
in 2024 for the amount of 51 million hryvnias ($1.22 million). It
included 4,465 individual first aid kits (IFAKSs), 20 Saros portable
oxygen concentrators, 40 X-Stat Hemostasis hemostatic applicators, as
well as tourniquets, hydrogel dressings, airways, and tactical
stretchers’. The provided medical supplies, as noted by the head of the
HUR medical department, Oleh Shchepinskyi: “does save not only the
lives of the fighters, but also preserve the hearts and souls of those who
are saving them™®. From October 2023 to October 2024, the UWC
“Unite with Ukraine” transferred 41,850 units of various medical
tactical equipment to the Ukrainian military®. Regarding its quality, the
UWC is guided by its motto: “No compromises” and communicates
closely with parame-dics who save lives on the battlefield to determine
what is needed™®.

Thanks to “Unite with Ukraine”, five Ukrainian doctors in 2023
upgraded their qualifications at the best clinic in Latin America —
Hospital Israelita Albert Einstein in Sdo Paulo (Brazil)*. There were
35 applicants per one place. Ukrainian doctors received training in pre-
hospital/hospital emergency care for military and civilian injuries
(PHTLS, ATLS, BOGTS, eFAST, blood and difficult airway manage-
ment), as well as internships in mental and physical rehabilitation, and
building a healthcare system in the times of crisis. Participants
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received an international ATLS certificate and a certificate after
completing each course separately*?.

Thanks to the cooperation between Helijet International and
consortium of Canadian and Ukrainian NGOs — the Maple Hope
Foundation, the UWC’s “Unite with Ukraine” initiative, and Initiative
E+, a Sikorsky S-76A medical helicopter worth over $700 was
delivered to Ukraine in early 2025. The logistical issues regarding the
aircraft’s delivery lasted for eight months, and two Ukrainian pilots
and two engineers were trained in Canada to operate and maintain this
aircraft. The Sikorsky S-76A helicopter was donated by the American
company Sikorsky Aircraft. Serhiy Sikorsky (son of the company's
founder Ihor Sikorsky, who was born in Kyiv and later emigrated to
the USA), the continuer of the family's aviation heritage, noted on this
occasion: “The Sikorsky name has become synonymous with
innovation in the field of helicopter construction for 100 years, and
now it will be part of this generous initiative that returns to its
homeland to help the current generation™?,

The UWC “Unite with Ukraine” initiative has been supplying
military equipment to support the Territorial Defense Forces of the
Armed Forces of Ukraine and other Ukrainian structures and security
forces since its inception'®. From February 2022 to February 2024,
15,650 sets of armor, 9,100 ballistic helmets, 2,000 gas masks were
purchased and delivered for the individual protection of Ukrainian
military personnel, in addition to this: 204 sleeping bags, 21,276 sets of
winter tactical footwear, 10,580 sets of thermal underwear*®.
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In 2022 Ukrainian fighters received 50 diesel generators, fuel,
walkie-talkies and other field communication equipment, night vision
devices, and four-wheel drive vehicles as portable sources of
electricity®®. In 2023, the UWC, with the support of the Armed Forces
of Ukraine and the Territorial Defense Forces, purchased and delivered
45 British armored vehicles to the brigades of the Territorial Defense
Forces. As the UWC noted in its report, “this armored vehicle
significantly enhanced the capabilities of safe transportation of
personnel, medical evacuation of wounded soldiers and civilians in the
combat zone™’,

Also, during 2023, the UWC purchased 57 armored and tracked
armored personnel carriers for the Ukrainian defenders, repaired 71 all-
wheel drive military trucks GAZ-66 and two amphibious armored
personnel carriers MT-LB®8. In addition, the Ukrainian armed forces
received four-wheel drive vehicles, excavators, and trucks from the
UWC initiative. The UWC has become one of the largest non-state
suppliers of armored vehicles and tracked vehicles to Ukraine, for
which it received gratitude from the then Commander-in-Chief of the
Armed Forces of Ukraine Valeriy Zaluzhnyi?®.

Within the framework of the military aid project, much attention
has been paid to the purchase of unmanned aerial vehicles, FPV
drones, and reconnaissance complexes due to their importance in
modern warfare. Separate campaigns were organized to raise funds for
their purchase. The initiative called “Birds of Freedom” from the UWC
and Saint Javelin was able to raise 223,016.12 USD (9.25 million
hryvnias). The money was used to buy 446 FPV drones for Ukrainian
defenders?. As part of the UWC “Santa’s Birds” campaign, 519,095
USD (19,697,324 UAH) were raised. These funds were used to
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purchase 1,000 FPV drones?. In January 2025, the fundraising
campaign “Birds of Freedom 2.0” was successful accumulating an
impressive amount of approxima-tely 271,220.75 USD (11.4 million
hryvnias). 1068 people from 73 countries donated, the funds collected
were directed to the purchase of 660 8 and 10 inch FPV drones for the
Armed Forces of Ukraine. This was an important contribution to
strengthening the defense capabilities of Ukraine?2. UWC President
Paul Grod emphasized that the UWC’s Birds of Freedom campaign
demonstrated that UWC military assistance “is focused on integrating
advanced technologies and unmanned systems, including FPV drones.
These innovative technologies are essential to protecting Ukraine’s
sovereignty, saving lives, and achieving victory”?. The UWC also
created a “Strategic Advisory Council.” It included four prominent
generals who provided the UWC with support and advice as part of the
“Unite With Ukraine” campaign®.

In 2022, the UWC’s “Unite with Ukraine” raised over $40 million
for Ukraine’s defenders. Not only Ukrainians, but people from all over
the world joined in the donations. For example, Alberta Premier Jason
Kenney allocated $5 million to the initiative®. In 2023, the total
amount of military aid transferred by the UWC initiative was
$1,186,287,288%. From February 2022 to October 2024, the UWC’s
“Unite with Ukraine” initiative to assist the Armed Forces of Ukraine
and other Ukrainian structures and security forces raised over $59.5
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million from donors from over 70 countries?’. In December, the
amount was already over 60 million?,

To effectively raise funds for the needs of the Armed Forces of
Ukraine, the UWC has launched an updated website. On it, anyone who
wants to help can buy virtual first aid kits and helmets for the Ukrainian
defenders®. In 2023, Ukrainians and those who supported them in the
fight against the russian aggressor donated $630,000 through the “Unite
with Ukraine” platform. These funds were used to purchase 30 powerful
drones for 15 units of the Ukrainian Defense Forces®.

In 2024, the UWC also deepened its cooperation with the Ukrainian
volunteer community. The UWC’s “Unite with Ukraine” initiative,
together with the Prytula Foundation, the Ukrainian Canadian
Congress, and the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America,
conducted a nine-day tour of the eastern regions of Canada and the
United States raising almost $1.2 million. The Myhal Family
Foundation alone donated $740,000. With the funds collected on all
platforms and received from donors, 26 Land Rover Snatch armored
vehicles were purchased and delivered to the military of the State
Special Transport Service of Ukraine for Mine Clearance®. In
partnership with Veteran Hub, the UWC supported the Mobile Office
program for the adaptation and reintegration of veterans, and
participated in public discussions such as the Community Leaders
Forum: United for Victory, which brought together volunteers and
activists from all over Ukraine®,

2" Jlo mepemoru 3 Ykpainow. CsitTosuii Komrpec Vkpaimmis. 2024. C.6. URL:
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To identify urgent humanitarian and military needs, coordinate key
priorities and cooperation plans, the UWC leadership and representati-
ves made regular visits to Ukraine, during which they met with the
country's authorities, government officials, heads of ministries and
public leaders, military personnel, volunteers, and citizens of Ukraine.
The UWC Mission to Ukraine, headed by Andriy Shevchenko,
contribu-tes to strengthening cooperation between the UWC and the
Ukrainian authorities, public institutions and Ukrainian society®. At
the end of 2024, UWC President Paul M. Grod addressed the
Ukrainian world community: “In August of this year, | was in the
frontline territories in the Donetsk and Kharkiv regions, | saw with my
own eyes the traces of russian inhuman cruelty, Ukrainian cities
burned to ashes, and mass graves. There | saw the courage, heroism,
and great devotion of Ukrainian defenders. Therefore, we have no right
to get tired, we have no right to take a break from the main common
cause — the struggle for the victory of Ukraine...”®.

2. Support and advocacy of Ukraine’s interests in the world

The UWC plays an important role in supporting and defending
Ukraine’s interests in the world. Its activities are aimed at advocating
Ukraine’s positions on the international stage in its fight against
russian aggression. As UWC President Paul Grod notes: “the
responsibility of global Ukrainians is to ensure this strong support from
civil society and politics. We are focused on ensuring that partners
should not give up and continue to support us by increasing
assistance™®,

On the first anniversary of russia's attack on Ukraine, the UWC
initiated a global campaign “#365days of russia's full-scale invasion
and 9 years of war against Ukraine. Let's unite with Ukraine on
February 24!” Ukrainian communities, public organizations,
diplomats, public figures, and heads of institutions responded to the
UWC's call. In February 2023, Ukrainians from 62 countries in over
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350 cities united in a powerful wave of support for Ukraine®.
Ukrainians and their friends of different nationalities held mass
peaceful demonstrations, marches and processions, and prayer events
in those countries. People all over the world came out to demonstrate
solidarity with the Ukrainian people fighting the aggressor, with
Ukrainian symbols, candles, multimeter flags, while the buildings were
illuminated in yellow and blue colors®. In total, the UWC registered
almost 500 different events around the world at that time®®,

In March 2023, the UWC initiated an international advocacy
campaign called “Boycott Russian Sport”. Its goal was to prevent the
Executive Board of the International Olympic Committee (IOC) from
preventing athletes from the aggressor country and its satellite from
participating in the 2024 Olympic Games in Paris. The UWC sent
letters and petitions on this issue to National Olympic Committees and
Federations of individual sports, Ministries of Sports in various
countries, and the International Olympic Committee. It expressed its
position in meetings with politicians and representatives of the media.
The letter, signed by then UWC First Vice President Stefan Romaniv
and UWC World Sports Commission Chair Renata Roman, stated, in
particular, that “the decision to allow russian and Belarusian athletes to
participate in the 2024 Summer Olympics in Paris — even under a
neutral flag — will allow them to promote russian prestige and
achievements, and spread russian disinformation and propaganda”®.

The UWC became Ukraine’s partner in the “The Will to Win”
project, initiated by the Office of the President of Ukraine together
with the Ministry of Youth and Sports and the National Olympic
Committee. It was aimed at supporting Ukrainian athletes at the 2024
Olympic Games in Paris and drawing the attention of the international
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community to russia’s crimes against Ukrainian sports®’. Renata
Roman emphasized that “For the Ukrainian World Congress,
supporting Ukrainian athletes and raising the image of Ukraine on
world platforms is another way to show our unity and solidarity with
Ukraine™. In the capital of France, the Association of Ukrainians in
France organized and held a peaceful march on July 13, 2024 in
memory of 488 Ukrainian athletes who died during the russian
invasion of Ukraine. The event was attended by over a thousand
people, the Ukrainians were supported by the French, Georgians,
Poles, Lithuanians, Estonians, and representatives of the Syrian and
Iranian pro-Western opposition. The participants wore T-shirts with
the names of the deceased Ukrainian athletes*2.

In order to draw the world's attention to the russian aggression and
prevent a repeat of the history when the Olympics were not held during
World War 11, the UWC team created a video with athletes from 5
countries participating. It was shown during the Olympics in Paris in
the Ukrainian center Volia Space, and the UWC invited lvanna Sakhno
— the star of the Star Wars series, to the virtual campaign. In support of
Ukrainian athletes, Ivanna published a video on her Instagram page,
which gained 233 thousand views. The UWC virtual campaign was
supported by the United24 and Saint Javelin platforms. In total, the
campaign reached over 1 million users of social networks, and was
covered by numerous world media outlets*.

In support of Ukraine and the heroic resistance of Ukrainians, on
January 24, 2024, the UWC launched a global campaign under the
slogan “Stand With Ukraine” in partnership with the Office of the
President of Ukraine, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine,
Ukrainian embassies in various countries, the Ukrainian Greek
Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church of Ukraine, the Mejlis of
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the Crimean Tatar People, human rights organizations, politicians and
public figures from the countries where Ukrainians reside*. This
action refuted the narratives of russian propaganda about the decline of
support for Ukraine in the world. It was joined by a record number of
participants. It was taken up by 700 cities in 69 countries, in Europe
and North America, in the UAE, India, Thailand, South Korea, Japan,
Peru, Brazil, Argentina, it took place on all continents including
Antarctica®®. The UWC, together with Ukrainska Pravda, created an
interactive world map that showed the participants of the action the
scale of world solidarity with Ukraine in the fight against the aggressor
and the unity of all Ukrainians*. The UWC also developed a poster for
support events, banners for social media, a press release, a message box,
and analytical materials. Calls to participate in solidarity actions with
Ukraine were also distributed through local media*’. The UWC's global
advocacy campaign was aimed at supporting Ukraine and its key
priorities: the transfer of frozen russian assets to Ukraine, the provision
of more weapons to the Armed Forces of Ukraine, and the return of
Ukrainian children deported by russia®®. They exposed the crimes of the
aggressor in Ukraine and the russian policy in the occupied territories
showing the true goals of our state in the war, the situation on the
battlefield, and emphasized the international dimension of russian
aggression**. UWC President Paul Grod also emphasized that an
important task of the global action was to convey the right messages to
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citizens of different countries of the world, so the appeals at the events
took into account the specifics of the countries in which they took place:
“For example, the governments of the Middle East are actively involved
in the release of prisoners and children, and these are key messages for
these countries. Here we will not call for giving weapons to Ukraine, but
we will call for helping to release our political prisoners and our
children. In Washington, we will call for arming Ukraine, providing an
aid package. In Europe, we will call for strengthening the Alliance and
Ukraine, in Poland, we will call for stopping the blockade of the border,
because this is also a great threat to Ukraine™®. In letters of appeal from
Ukrainian communities and organizations around the world to 130
governments of the countries in which they reside, the demands were
substantiated: “to agree on the necessary legal measures and create
means to transfer frozen russian assets to Ukraine, to hold russia
accountable for crimes committed in Ukraine 2.

As part of the UWC campaign “Stand With Ukraine” to mark the
second anniversary of russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine and the
war, a record number of actions were held — 1,023. These included
street rallies, marches, flash mobs, film screenings, photo exhibitions,
prayer events, raising flags, illuminating buildings with Ukrainian
colors, and campaigns on social media. The actions of Ukrainians
abroad were supported by many citizens of the countries where they
were organized, but, according to the leaders of Ukrainian
communities abroad, the participation of local authorities in them was
insufficient. Another challenge was that street actions were banned in
some countries, so Ukrainians gathered on the territory of consulates
and embassies of Ukraine®2.

On January 11, 2025, to mark the third year of russia’s full-scale
war against Ukraine, the UWC announced a global advocacy
campaign, “Stand with Ukraine 2025”. As the UWC reported: “The
goal of the campaign is to remind the world of the third year of full-
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scale war and the consequences of the russian invasion for Ukraine and
the world, and to call on democratic governments to mobilize support
for Ukraine, increasing pressure on russia to end the war and restore
Ukraine’s territorial integrity”. The global campaign is to be
supported by the International Center For Ukraine Victory (ICUV) and
the Communities Army of Ukraine (CAU).

As part of the campaign, the UWC strongly called on the world
community to deploy international peacekeeping forces to Ukraine to
guarantee its security, provide Ukraine with modern air defense
systems, military equipment and ammunition, lethal and non-lethal
assistance to fight the aggressor, confiscate frozen russian assets,
introduce new sanctions against key russian individuals and sectors of
the russian economy, introduce a war tax (WAR TAX) on russian LNG
in the EU, and then a complete embargo on russian fossil fuels,
condemn the russian federation for violating the rights of prisoners of
war, immediately return illegally deported Ukrainian children,
recognize the russian federation's actions against Ukraine as genocide
of the Ukrainian people, recognize russia as a state sponsor of
terrorism and investigate the russian federation's war crimes, and
exclude russia from international organizations and institutions®*.

On February 23 and 24, 2025, as in previous years, actions, rallies,
marches, flash mobs, prayer events, a minute of silence, lighting of
buildings, lectures, exhibitions, film screenings, etc. was held around
the world. A new event is the Global Alarm action, when “on February
24, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. local time, Ukrainian communities around the
world turned on the siren — an air raid siren, as a reminder to the world
of the continuation of the war and a call to action”. Volodymyr
Kohutyak, Chairman of the UWC Advocacy Committee, noted that
this action would be “a symbolic way to remind the world that the war
continues, and everyone can contribute to victory, in the fight for peace
and justice. Together we will show solidarity with Ukraine and call for
decisive action™®,
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The main message of the UWC’s advocacy campaigns is that
“Today, Ukraine is buying time for the democratic world to unite and
grow stronger. But this time is not infinite. Democracies must finally
go on the offensive. Ukraine and the entire democratic world can only
either win together, or give in and lose together®.

The UWC actively lobbies on the international stage for Ukraine's
accession to NATO and the EU (#UAtoEU, #UAINNATO). Its
activities in this direction are coordinated with the Ukrainian authori-
ties, in particular with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Office of the
President and other state institutions. To facilitate the process of the
country's accession to the European Union and NATO, the UWC
leadership holds important high-level meetings with European leaders,
influential political and public leaders, diplomats, international
partners, and politicians. In particular, in 2023, the UWC President
made working visits to Hungary, Lithuania, the Czech Republic,
Romania, Italy, France, Moldova, Germany, the United Kingdom, the
United States, and Ukraine®. In 2024, he made trips to Southern,
Western and Eastern Europe as well as to South America, on several
occasions accompanied by members of the UWC Leadership. The
UWC leadership participated in conferences, summits, and forums
advocating the interests of Ukrainians regarding European integration
and NATO accession®,

The NATO Summit in Vilnius, which took place on July 11-12,
2023, was accompanied by unprecedented support from representatives
of the Ukrainian diaspora from many countries around the world, who
took to the streets of their cities to demonstrate solidarity with Ukraine
on its path to the Alliance. The slogan of the UWC’s open-ended
advocacy campaign “#UkraineInNATO” was the slogan — “Make
NATO Stronger — Invite Ukraine”®. The campaign began on the eve
of the 75th anniversary NATO Summit held in Washington from June
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9 to 11, 2024. Ukrainian communities in 32 NATO member states
joined the action. The Ukrainian diaspora held meetings with
influential political and public leaders of the countries of their resi-
dence, street actions and rallies in support of Ukraine's accession to the
Alliance. The UWC delegation stayed in Washington from July 8 to 12
participating in the NATO Public Forum, which was held alongside
with the Summit, and joined Ukrainian representatives in many official
events within the framework of the event®. The issue of obtaining
permission for Ukraine to use long-range weapons to strike targets on
the territory of the aggressor and the importance of further global
support for Ukraine was raised by UWC President Paul Grod on the
sidelines of the Fourth Summit of the International Crimean Platform
in September 2024°,

On October 1, 2024, on the Day of Defenders of Ukraine, the UWC
called on NATO to invite Ukraine to begin accession negotiations.
UWC President Paul Grod emphasized that “Such a strategically
important decision not only paves the way for a just and lasting peace
in Ukraine, but also strengthens the Alliance’s defense capabilities and
confirms its commitment to countering russian imperialism. To stop
the russian threat, we must act boldly and decisively!”®2. The current
position of the UWC, which is actively conveyed to the world
community, is that “Against the backdrop of increased coordination
and deepening cooperation between moscow and its authoritarian
allies, NATO countries continue to hesitate on the issue of Ukraine's
membership in this defense alliance. The indecision of NATO
countries and their unwillingness to take further steps in the issue of
Ukraine's integration is perceived by russia and its authoritarian
partners exclusively as their weakness and an “invitation” to new

aggressive actions”®,
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In May 2024, the UWC launched a global advocacy campaign in
support of Ukraine during the Peace Summit in Switzerland. During
the Summit (June 15-16, 2024), the UWC organized a special event
extending invitations to the leaders of the participating countries and
members of government delegations and together with the Ukrainian
Society in Switzerland held the “Ukrainian Forum”. The latter resulted
in the signing of the “Declaration on a Comprehensive, Just and
Sustainable Peace for Ukraine” by about 200 public organizations and
political figures®. The world also celebrated the 33rd anniversary of
Ukraine's Independence. The UWC recorded 265 actions organized by
Ukrainians in 32 countries®.

The UWC's activities and strategies for bringing victory and
rebuilding Ukraine closer were actively discussed at the UWC Summit
in Bucharest, which was held on April 12-15, 2024 in the Romanian
Parliament. It brought together 200 leaders and representatives of
Ukrainian communities from 55 countries representing 5 continents of
the world®. Each UWC advocacy campaign is accompanied by informa-
tion support on the UWC website, social networks, and digests. Daily
updates on news from the fronts and publications commemorating fallen
defenders are posted in the “Chronicles of Victory” section®’. Through
banners, videos, key theses and other means, the UWC convinces the
world community to support Ukraine, join the actions of Ukrainians
abroad, and spread the truth about russian crimes. Evidence of the
successful information support of the UWC for Ukraine in the condi-
tions of a major war was the fact that during the campaign for Ukraine's
accession to NATO, pro-russian hackers created a copy of the English-
language version of the UWC website, where they spread false informa-
tion under the guise of materials for the NATO Summit intended for
Ukrainian communities around the world. The security of the site was
restored in the coming hours, and readers were notified of the threat®®.
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3. Information campaign on the Holodomor-genocide as a
means of struggle

The use of historical memory as a tool of struggle helps Ukraine not
only in information, but also in diplomatic, legal and psychological
confrontation with russia. Due to the war, mass events in Kyiv were
not held in 2022, the memory of the victims of the Holodomor being
honored at the government level and through diplomatic and
information initiatives. In 2022, the UWC's global information
campaign for the anniversary of the Holodomor was held under the
slogan “We Remember! We Unite! We Will Win!”®, During
November of that year, Ukrainians held memorial services in big cities
around the world lighting candles in memory of the victims of the
Holodomor genocide. With this action, the UWC wanted to show
people around the world that russia continues to threaten world food
security and commit genocide against the Ukrainian people. It became
another appeal to the governments of countries that have not yet
recognized the Holodomor as genocide to do so as soon as possible™.
The UWC organized a virtual presentation of “Names on the Walls”.
This documentary is a requiem for the fallen residents of the village of
Yahidne in the Chernihiv region, who survived 28 days of russian
occupation. This village experienced a second famine organized by the
russians’.

To mark the 90th anniversary of the Holodomor-genocide of 1932—
1933 in Soviet Ukraine, the UWC initiated the educational campaign
“Holodomor-90”, which united the Ukrainian community around the
world. In the context of a full-scale war with russia, this action took on
special significance, since russian aggression is a direct continuation of
the policy of extermination of the Ukrainian people, which began in
the Soviet times. Together with the UWC, Ukrainians abroad
organized and held numerous events dedicated to highlighting Soviet
terror and famine, and called on the governments of their countries to
condemn the russian aggression against Ukraine as genocide of the
Ukrainian people.
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The UWC-initiated virtual campaign «Light a candle — make a
vow» (the words of the vow: “I light a candle to preserve memory. I
believe in the future of Ukraine helped unite the efforts of Ukrainians
in preserving the truth about the Holodomor genocide, «to tell the
world about the past, present and future of Ukraine”. “One candle will
light up a dark room — many candles can light up the world”, the
campaign spokesman aptly noted’?. The launch of the international
campaign “#Holodo-mor90” on social media attracted the attention of
millions of people around the world.

On November 25, 2023, the UWC leadership joined the ceremonial
events commemorating the 90th anniversary of the Holodomor-
genocide at the highest state level in Ukraine. Together with the
President of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelensky, government officials,
clergy and diplomats, UWC representatives took part in laying flowers
and lighting candles near the National Museum of the Holodomor-
genocide, as well as in the solemn session of the Verkhovna Rada of
Ukraine™. Events as part of the campaign took place in different
countries throughout the year. On July 10, President of Ukraine
Volodymyr Zelensky and First Lady Olena Zelenska, together with
representatives of the UWC and the Ukrainian community in the
United States, laid flowers at the monument to the victims of the
Holodomor in Washington. The event became an important symbolic
act of recognition of historical truth and a reminder of the continuing
russian crimes against Ukraine.

The UWC is actively working to ensure that as many states as
possible officially recognize the Holodomor as an act of genocide™. In
particular, thanks to the active lobbying of the Ukrainian diaspora, in
2022 — 2023, more than 10 countries recognized the Holodomor as
genocide, including Germany, France, Ireland, Iceland, Belgium, and
the European Parliament, and hearings were held in the parliaments of
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other countries, which laid the foundation for further decisions. Paul
Grod emphasized: “We are grateful to every parliament that has
already recognized the Holodomor as genocide, and we call on the rest
of the world to follow this example. We also call on all civilized
countries to recognize russia as a terrorist state. Russia is purposefully
massacring civilians in Ukraine, and has also turned food into a
weapon, trying to create an artificial global food crisis and famine. The
russian political and military leadership, as well as their apologists and
assistants, are war criminals’’®.

To commemorate the 90th anniversary of the Holodomor genocide
in 2023 and to raise awareness of the Holodomor among the
international community, the UWC’s Holodomor Descendants
Network (HDN) has prepared eleven stories about the experiences of
descen-dants’ families during the Holodomor under the title “We
Remember”. High school students from Ukrainian schools documented
their conver-sations with Holodomor descendants on video. For ten
weeks before the global commemoration of the Holodomor victims on
November 25, 2023, thanks to collaboration with Kontakt TV, these
recordings could be heard by anyone on Facebook and YouTube
pages, as well as on the YouTube and Kontakt channels’’. With the
assistance of the MNG, Brent Bezo of Carleton University in Ottawa,
Canada, began a survey of Ukrainian American adults in September
2024 to determine the impact of the Holodomor on the generations of
descendants who survived it. The results of the study will be widely
disseminated in the global community, serving as a reminder that the
atrocities committed by russia against Ukraine did not end with the
Holodomor, but continue to have long-term consequences across
generations’®.

The UWC initiated a global advocacy campaign, which took place
on November 23, 2024, entitled “Remembering the Holodomor — the
Genocide of Ukrainians Continues” to mark the 91st anniversary of the
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nomopy. 26.11.2022. URL: https://www.ukrainianworldcongress.org/ua/pamya-
ta%d1%94mo-%d1%94dna%d1%94mosya-peremozhemo-sku-vshanovu%d1%94-89-
ti-rokovini-golodomoru/

"We Remember - Oral Student Historical Project. 18.10.2023. URL:
https://hdn.ukrai-nianworldcongress.org/

8 Jlo mepemoru pasom 3 Ykpainor. Ceitosuit Korrpec Yipainmis. 2024. C.42. URL:
https:/Amww.ukrainianworldcongress.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/zvit_kinecz24f3-1.pdf
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Holodomor-genocide of 1932-1933. This initiative was aimed at
honoring the memory of the victims of the Holodomor and drawing
attention of the international community to russia’s current aggression
against Ukraine, which is a continuation of genocidal policies™. At the
same time, November 19 marked 1,000 days since the start of russia’s
full-scale war against Ukraine, so the main message to the world
community within the campaign was that these historical events are
linked by the cruelty and ruthlessness of the aggressor, who seeks to
destroy the Ukrainian people®.

Events dedicated to the memory of the victims of the Holodomor
included: rallies, marches, flash mobs, interfaith prayers and lighting of
memorial candles, scientific and educational meetings and
conferences. Ukrainian communities and friends of Ukraine appealed
to the governments of their respective countries with a demand to
recognize the Holodomor as a genocide of the Ukrainian people and to
condemn the aggression of the russian federation as genocide against
Ukrainians. The UWC's information materials for this campaign, in
particular, emphasize: “As in 1932-1933, so now russia is trying to
break the will of Ukrainians to resist, throwing its entire terrorist
arsenal against Ukraine. Stalin in the 20th century and Putin in the 21st
century made a choice in favor of genocides because other methods of
subjugating the Ukrainian people did not work. Stalin resorted to total
confiscation of food, blockades, and increased terror to organize
genocide. Putin used a full-scale military invasion. “After him, as
components of a genocidal policy, terror, mass murders, and deliberate
attacks on shelters began”®. The truth about the Holodomor and
modern aggression was actively spread through social networks;
slogans and hashtags were used, and the media covered the events.

4. UWC Support for Ukraine’s Economic Development in the
Face of a Large-scale War

The UWC plays an important role in supporting Ukraine’s economy
by mobilizing the Ukrainian diaspora, international partners, and the

CKY anoucye riobanbHy ajiBOKalliiiHy KammnaHilo 10 poKoBuH [omogomopy-
redouuay. 14.11.2024. URL:  https://www.ukrainianworldcongress.org/ua/sku-
anonsuie-hlobalnu-advokaciinu-kampaniiu-do-rokovyn-holodomoru-henocydu/

80 Tam camo.

8 Tesu mo 91-x pokosun Tonomomopy-reHouumy 1932-1933 pp. 11.11.2024. URL:
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1-jHRKPFAIG0IY SGDYqZFez8Y26hzfHXX
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business communities. This support becomes even more significant in
the context of war and post-war reconstruction. The UWC Committee
on Economic Development and Investment in Ukraine (EDIU)
provided assistance to Ukrainian entrepreneurs who were forced to
leave the country because of the war. The UWC supports initiatives to
develop small and medium-sized businesses by providing expert
support to Ukrainian entrepreneurs®?,

The UWC actively works with governments and international
financial institutions to attract loans, grants and financial assistance for
Ukraine. In late 2023, the UWC supported the holding of the Rebuild
Ukraine business conference, dedicated to attracting investment in
Ukraine and establishing close contacts between Canadian and
Ukrainian businesses, and also participated in the Ukraine Recovery
Conference in Germany®. As UWC President Paul Grod noted: “Re-
construction conferences are regularly held around the world, which our
constituent parts of the organization — mainly chambers of commerce —
organize together with the Ukrainian government, business and
associations”84,

The russian invasion of Ukraine is accompanied by systematic
attacks on its energy infrastructure. Their goal is to leave millions of
Ukrainians without electricity, heat and water, create a humanitarian
crisis and undermine the economy. Stable energy supply is also
necessary for the operation of defense enterprises and the production of
weapons. To help Ukraine, the UWC initiated the Energize Ukraine
platform aimed at attracting assistance and collecting equipment to
restore the Ukrainian energy sector. It was presented at many economic
forums and conferences, which made it possible to draw the attention of

8 Migrpumka Ykpainn y HaiiBaxui uacu. Pianmii 38iT CeitoBoro Konrpecy Vkpain-
uiB. Kuis-Bprocens-Toponto-Hero-Mopk. 2022. C. 17. URL: https://www.ukrainian-
world-congress.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/uafin-
copyhttps://www.ukrainianworldcon-gress.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/uafin-
copy-1_compressed.pdf

8 Jlo mepemorn 3 Vkpainoro. Caitoeuit Komrpec Vipaimmis. 2024. C.20. URL:
https://iwww.ukrainianworldcongress.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/zvit_kinecz24f3-1.pdf
8 Tlasno I'pox, mpesument CBIiTOBOrO KOHTpECY yKpaiHIiB. BemeMmo Kinbka amBoka-
OiMHUX KaMOaHif Ui 301TbIIeHHs BilicbKOBOi gonomorn Ykpaini. 08.11.2023. URL:
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-diaspora/3784205-pavlo-grod-prezident-svitovogo-
kongresu-ukrainciv.html
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donors and specialists to this problem®. In January 2023, a
memorandum of cooperation was signed between the UWC and the
National Energy Company “Ukrenergo”®. In July 2023, the UWC
concluded a Memorandum of Cooperation with the Ministry of Energy
of Ukraine. It was agreed “on joint efforts to find and supply energy
equipment to replace damaged ones, attract funding from public and
private sources to support and restore the energy grid, as well as
coordinate actions during the assessment of damage to energy
infrastructure and the development of a roadmap for its restoration”®’,

Economic support to the UWC of Ukraine is implemented in
cooperation with governments and corporations. Thus, in 2023, the
Government of Canada and Power Grid Canada, together with the
UWC, were able to provide 2,500 units of equipment for power grids
in Ukraine®. The UWC also supports initiatives aimed at increasing
energy efficiency and developing renewable energy sources in
Ukraine. This includes promoting the introduction of modern
technologies and exchanging experience with international experts to
ensure the sustainability and independence of the Ukrainian energy
system. By the end of 2024, thanks to the UWC, 1,500 solar panels,
100 units of high-voltage equipment from the Japanese corporation
Hitachi, 22 high-voltage transformers, 15 industrial circuit breakers, 3
Hydro Quebec inserts, 7 specialized trucks for Ukrenergo, and 3 surge
arresters were transferred to Ukraine. In addition, hybrid solar systems
were installed at four schools in Kyiv and Chernihiv regions that
suffered the most from russian shelling®.

CONCLUSIONS
During the large-scale stage of the russian-Ukrainian war, the
global Ukrainian community united to support and assist Ukraine in its

8 B emnocti mama cuma. Ceitosmit Konrpec Vkpainmis. Kuis-Bprocens-TopoHTo-
Hero-Mopk. 2022, C.21. URL:. https://www.ukrainianworldcongress.org/wp-
content/uplo-ads/2024/07/ar_2023_2024-1.pdf

8 Tam camo.

8 B emmocti Hama cuma. CeitoBuit Konrpec Vxpaimmis.. Kuis-Bprocens-ToponTo-
Heio-Mopk. 2022. C. 21. URL: https://www.ukrainianworldcongress.org/wp-
content/uploa-ds/2024/07/ar_2023_2024-1.pdf

8 Tam camo. C. 22. URL: https://www.ukrainianworldcongress.org/wp-content/uploa-
ds/2024/07/ar_2023_2024-1.pdf

8 o mepemorm 3 Vkpainoro. Caitouii Komrpec VYxpaimmis. 2024. C. 20. URL:
https:/Aww.ukrainianworldcongress.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/zvit_kinecz24f3-1.pdf
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fight against the aggressor. One of the main coordinators of this global
support was the Ukrainian World Congress (UWC). As of October
2024, its network, thanks to new supporting organizations and
communities, communities and active groups of Ukrainians, had grown
to 83 countries around the world.

The UWC acts as an important bridge between the Ukrainian army
and the international community providing the necessary military
assistance to defend Ukraine. The organization initiates large-scale
campaigns, such as “Unite with Ukraine”, which raise funds for the
purchase of vital means to resist the aggressor. The funds are used to
purchase important high-quality tactical medical equipment, armored
vehicles, unmanned aerial vehicles, drones, reconnaissance systems
and other important equipment and supplies to support the defenders of
Ukraine. Thanks to the global network of volunteers and partners, the
organization organizes the rapid and efficient delivery of the necessary
supplies to Ukraine.

Along with the increase in military support, the UWC is actively
working to lobby for Ukraine's interests in the world. The UWC's large-
scale global advocacy campaigns help mobilize not only political but
also public support for Ukraine, which contributes to further
coordination of assistance from different parts of the world, support for
Ukraine's accession to NATO and the EU. The organization publishes
news and analytical materials and it increases the awareness of the world
community about the situation in Ukraine. The UWC pays significant
attention to promoting the topic of the Holodomor-genocide, since
understanding this tragedy is important for the world community to
understand the reasons why r ussia is once again trying to destroy the
Ukrainian nation. The campaign calls on Ukrainians around the world
and friends of Ukraine to actively participate in events aimed at
honoring the memory of the victims of the Holodomor-genocide and
opposing modern aggression. The UWC also actively supports the
economic development of Ukraine, even in the difficult conditions of a
large-scale war, implementing a number of strategic initiatives, in
particular, the “Energize Ukraine” initiative, and helps find financial
resources for the implementation of projects to modernize infrastructure,
develop technologies, and the energy sector of Ukraine.

The international solidarity of all Ukrainians and their friends under
the auspices of the UWC in the fight against russian aggression has
significantly strengthened Ukraine’s position in the international arena.
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Ukraine received financial resources and moral support, which is
important not only for victory but also for its restoration after the end
of the war.

ABSTRACT

The conducted research proves that the Ukrainian World Congress
(UWC) is an important organizational center of the Ukrainian diaspora
in more than 80 countries of the world. It unites Ukrainians abroad
around a common goal — to support the Motherland in its fight against
the russian aggressor. The organization initiates large-scale campaigns,
such as “Unite with Ukraine”, thanks to which funds are raised for the
purchase and delivery of vital military equipment, technology, and
medical supplies. Alongside with the increase in military assistance,
the UWC conducts active advocacy work to support Ukraine globally,
in particular, regarding its intentions to integrate into European Union
and accession to NATO. The global actions of the UWC in support of
Ukraine contribute to the strengthening of political and economic
pressure on russia, help to attract financial and military assistance, and
also draw attention of the world community to the Ukraine’s heroic
struggle.

The UWC has successfully conducted information campaigns
aimed at commemorating the victims of the Holodomor and drawing
the attention of the international community to the current russian
aggression against Ukraine. The study shows that such initiatives have
contributed to raising the international community’s awareness of
historical and current crimes against the Ukrainian people, increased
diplomatic pressure on russia and aid to Ukraine. The study found that
the UWC’s economic support for Ukraine is aimed at mobilizing
financial, material, and technological resources to restore and
strengthen the Ukrainian economy in the context of war. It is
concluded that the international solidarity of all Ukrainians and their
friends under the auspices of the UWC in the fight against russian
aggression has significantly strengthened Ukraine’s position in the
international arena, provided it with resource and moral support, which
is important not only for victory but also for its restoration after the
end of the war.
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AHOTANIA

[IpoBenene mocmimkeHns noseino, mo CeitoBuii Konrpec Ykpainuis
(CKY) € Ba)JIMBUM OpraHi3alliifHIM [EHTPOM YKPaiHCHKOi Jiacriopu y
monaz 80-tu kpaiHax cBiTy. BiH 00’enHye ykpaiHiiB 3a KOpAOHOM Ha-
BKOJIO CHUTBHOI METH — MIATPUMKH baTekiBmunau y ii 60poTs0i mpoTn
pociticekoro arpecopa. OpraHizariis iHillit0e MacIITaOHi KaMIaHii, SK-0T
«Unite with Ukrainey, 3aBIsky SKUM 30MpParOThCS KOIITH IS 3aKyTTiBII
Ta JOCTaBKH B YKpaiHy XHUTTEBO HEOOXIAHOTO BIHCHKOBOTO CIOPS-
JOKEHHS, TEXHIKHA, MEANYHUX 3ac00iB. OMHOYACHO 31 301IbIIEHHSIM Bili-
cpKkoBoi moromoru, CKY Bene akTuBHY agBOKamiiHy poOOTY A TiAT-
PUMKH YKpaiHd y CBITi, 30KpeMa, I0J0 ii €BPOIHTEeTpallitHIX HaMipiB
ta Beryny a0 HATO. I'moGanehi akuii CKY Ha migrpumky Ykpainu
CHPUSIOTh TOCHJICHHIO IMOJIITUYHOTO, CKOHOMIYHOTO THCKY Ha POCito,
JOTIOMAraroTh 3aydatd (iHAHCOBY Ta BIHICHKOBY JOMOMOTY, a TaKOX
MPUBEPTAIOTH YBary 710 YKpaiHCbKOI 00pOTHOM CBITOBOI CITUILHOTH.

CKY ycminHo nmpoBoauTh iH(pOpMaIliifHi KammaHii, CipsMOBaHi Ha
BIIaHYBaHHS IaM’sTi XepTB [ 0J07OMOpY Ta NpPUBEPHEHHS YBaru
MDKHAPOJHOI CIUTBHOTH J0 CydacHOi poCiiichKoi arpecii mpotu Ykpa-
fHM. Y JOCIHI/DKCHHI MOKa3aHo, IO Taki iHII[IaTMBH CIPHSUIN IIiIBH-
IIEHHIO 0013HAHOCTI MDXKHAPOIHOT CIUIBHOTH MPO iICTOPUYHI Ta cydac-
Hi 3JIOYMHU TIPOTH YKPaiHCHKOTO HApPO.Y, MOCWIMIIN TUIIOMATHIYHHUI
THUCK Ha POCIiI0 Ta JOMoMOry YKpaiHi. Y JOCHTiJDKEeHHI 3’sICOBaHO, IO
exonomiuHa migrpumka CKY VYkpainu cnpsmoBaHa Ha MoOini3arito
(hiHAaHCOBHX, MaTepiaJbHUX Ta TEXHOJIOTIYHUX PECypCiB AJIS BiHOB-
JICHHS Ta 3MIITHEHHs YKPaiHChKO1 EKOHOMIKHM B yMOBAaX BiifHH.

[lincymoBaHoO, 10 MiXKHApOJHA COJIAAPHICTh YCiX YKpaiHIB Ta iX
npysiB mig erigoro CKY B 60poTh0i 3 pOCiiCEKOIO arpeciero 3Ha4HO
3MiLHUIA o3uLii YKpaiHM Ha MDXKXHapOAHIN apeHi, Hajana iii pecypce-
HY Ta MOPaJIbHY MiATPUMKY, IO BaXKIMBO HE JIMIIE IS IEPEMOTH, alle
Y AJ1s BiTHOBJICHHS ii TICJIS 3aBEPIICHHS BiliHU.
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