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ENGLISH RESOURCES FOR LEARNING UKRAINIAN
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INTRODUCTION

Learning languages helps reveal access to many of the diverse and
unconceivable variety of cultures and histories that make up the world, and
looking further than your own country can be a huge source of creative
inspiration. Engaging with other cultures helps the world become a more
open-minded place. Learning languages is great for sharing cultures,
growing communities and understanding what is important and special to
other people. This can contribute to a more peaceful, connected world by
breaking down the barriers of communication and connecting us with others.

The world has always been multilingual, and the ways that we develop
language learning and teaching success must take the multilingual realities
of the world into account. We believe that English alone is not enough.
The reality of the multilingual and multicultural society is that languages
overlap and collide. From this lived experience we need to learn how to
prepare people with the language skills they need for a multilingual society,
and how to train people to develop the necessary sensitivity towards the
cultural and linguistic needs of their fellow citizens®.

The future of language learning promises to be exciting, become more
accessible, engaging, and effective, with learners and educators adapting to
new trends of personalized learning paths. Language learning is no longer
one-size-fits-all, allowing for more personalized approaches. Peer-to-peer
interaction is becoming a valuable part of the language teaching and learning
experience. Platforms offer learners the chance to practice with native
speakers around the world. These community-based platforms not only
provide language exchange opportunities but also foster cultural exchange,
enhancing both linguistic and cultural competence?.

English has become the lingua franca of the modern world, significantly
affecting various aspects of life, including education and culture. With
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advancements in technology and globalization, online platforms and
language centres have emerged as valuable resources for language learning.
These platforms provide interactive learning experiences, allowing
individuals to develop their language skills at their own pace. English is one
of the most widely spoken second language globally, making it a bridge
language that connects people from different cultures and backgrounds.

Most observers now agree that English has effectively become the global
language and that its role is unprecedented in world history. There is of
course debate about why this has happened and about the extent to which
this is or will be to the detriment of other languages. It is the reality of
English as a lingua franca that we must confront today. There are also major
initiatives to make English the language of instruction. This reality is shown
most clearly by the language choices being made across the world. At the
same time as the dominance of English has grown, our world has become
more not less multilingual.

Learning other popular languages of the world is essential for meaningful
communication with millions of speakers worldwide. It enables personal and
professional connections that are enriched by a shared understanding and
cultural exchange. Every nation is unique; this also applies to the
Ukrainians. Learning a new language, like Ukrainian, challenges the brain,
promotes cognitive benefits and cultural awareness. Ukrainians have an
immense cultural heritage, which you can access given that you know the
language. This language offers a unique perspective on the country’s
traditions and culture, allowing learners to appreciate the depth of Ukrainian
identity and resilience. Proficiency in Ukrainian is a valuable skill offering
advantages in academia, diplomacy and global business.

Although much attention has long been paid to various aspects
of language learning®“°©7 89101112 there is a need in a more detailed focus
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on learning the Ukrainian language by means of English resources.
Therefore, the purpose of the study is to examine and analyse the
peculiarities of popular English resources for learning Ukrainian.

Due to monitoring and comparative analysis of the internet sources
the main English language resources for learning Ukrainian appear to be
characterised as follows.

13 14 15
’

1. Free learning resources
Lingua. This platform is intended for everyone who needs to improve the
Ukrainian language — both Ukrainian citizens and foreigners, therefore the
English language is auxiliary. The best methodologists in Ukraine have
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prepared for you 25 most frequently used topics, and nearly 100 interesting
lessons for the rapid mastery of Ukrainian. You will have to deal with
interesting dialogues and exercises, and not with boring explanations of the
rules. Everything happens in the form of a competition — a competition
between you and yourself. We recommend you spend 15-30 minutes every
day to achieve a better result.

Ukrainica. The Primary Database of Ukrainian Studies is a platform that
connects a database of Ukrainian literary works, historical documents, and
films in high-quality English translation with a syllabus-building tool. The
main goal of this platform is to help those looking to introduce the study of
Ukraine into their classroom with English-language materials that shed light
on Ukraine’s fascinating history, rich culture, and the resilient, creative, and
hard-working people of various ethnic, linguistic, and religious backgrounds
that have populated it since ancient times. As practitioners, we recommend
only sources that are effective and helpful for an English-language audience
in learning about Ukraine’s history and culture.

SpeakUkrainian. National platform for studying the Ukrainian language
of the Ministry of Culture and Information Policy of Ukraine has gathered in
one place effective online and offline resources, as well as mobile
applications for Ukrainian language learning, both for Ukrainians who want
to improve their Ukrainian language skills and for foreigners, who seek to
learn it from scratch. Here you can find innovative technologies for teaching
Ukrainian to children and adults. Information on the platform is suitable for
those who do not know the language at all but want to learn it. Learn
Ukrainian anywhere and anytime.

Fontes. This is a database of online, open-access resources for original
research on the history of Ukraine. The name Fontes refers to the Latin word
for “sources,” as our project aims to connect students, researchers, and the
public with freely available resources for researching Ukraine’s past, from
the prehistoric era through the twenty-first century. Our project compiles
different websites that host online, open-access primary sources on
Ukraine’s history. Each website includes online collections that can be
accessed digitally from anywhere in the world. They are all open-access,
meaning that any internet user can access sources without a university or
institutional affiliation. Each included collection features primary sources,
including archival documents, books, periodicals, photographs, films, and
more, for use in original research.

Duolingo. This is an electronic language learning platform and
crowdsourcing text translation. It has a free mobile application and a website
that is available for learning Ukrainian online. Learning with Duolingo is
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fun, and research shows that it works. With quick, bite-sized lessons, you
will earn points and unlock new levels while gaining real-world
communication skills. We use a combination of research-backed teaching
methods and delightful content to create courses that effectively teach
reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills. We make it easy to form a
habit of language learning with game-like features, fun challenges, and
reminders from our friendly mascot, Duo the owl. Combining the best of Al
and language science, lessons are tailored to help you learn at just the right
level and pace. It is the world’s most popular way to learn Ukrainian online.

Resources for the Study of the Ukrainian Language from University of
Illinois. The site contains supplementary materials for students in their first
year of study of the Ukrainian language. The American Association for
Teachers of Slavic and East European Languages (AATSEEL) website has a
page that describes intensive programs in Slavic and East European
languages as well as in the languages of the Republics of the former Soviet
Union. This is a free service provided by AATSEEL to such programs. Each
language has its own page, and programs are divided into categories.
Information is added to this page as it is received, so check frequently for
updates. The website has a table which allows you to click on the language
you are interested in, and it directs you to links to the program/school
websites teaching the language.

Ukraine: History, Culture, and Identities. This online course was created
by the Ukrainian Institute in Kyiv. This massive open online course is
available for on-demand streaming. There are five lessons covering key
moments in Ukraine’s history, from Kyivan Rus’ to contemporary Ukraine.
This is a short introductory course in the history, culture, and society of
Ukraine from the Middle Ages to the present. The course is aimed not only
to provide basic knowledge of Ukrainian history and culture but to reveal
Ukrainian impact on European and world history. The course is in English,
free of charge.

Mondly: Learn Ukrainian Easily. Start learning Ukrainian quickly and
effectively with Mondly’s free daily lessons. In just minutes, you will start
memorizing core Ukrainian words, form sentences, learn to speak Ukrainian
phrases and take part in conversations. You will feel like having your own
Ukrainian language tutor in your pocket. Our Ukrainian language learning
app gets you started with a basic conversation between two people. You
quickly start memorizing core words, use them to build sentences and
phrases, and at the end of a 45-minutes module you are able to reconstruct
that conversation with your own voice. It is an effective way to learn
Ukrainian phrases. State-of-the-art natural speech recognition and spaced
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repetition algorithms make our Ukrainian learning app effective for learning
languages.

Crimea: History and People. The Ukrainian Institute’s MOOC course
provides an introduction to the past and present of Crimea and Crimean
Tatars, the indigenous people of Ukraine. The course tells about the Crimean
Tatar state that existed for more than three centuries — the Crimean
Khanatethe, about the unique culture of the Crimean Tatars and their long
struggle for the right to return home. History and culture of Crimean Tatars
are an integral part not only of the history of Ukraine but also of the global
one, given the problems of indigenous peoples and political, military, and
ideological challenges of today. The course is free. Language — English. The
course consists of 12 video lectures.

TAULT. The Tompkins Agency for Ukrainian Literature in Translation is
a nonprofit literary agency and translation house devoted to the visibility and
availability of contemporary Ukrainian Literature in the English-speaking
world. It promotes the work of award-winning Ukrainian authors, with a
specific interest in Ukraine’s younger generation of writers. Through our
New Voices program, we also seek to build visibility for emerging authors
of exceptional promise. TAULT represents Ukrainian literature across a
variety of genres and styles, from literary fiction and popular fiction to the
growing field of Ukrainian creative nonfiction and the remarkable universe
of Ukrainian children’s literature. In collaboration with our translators, we
take a comprehensive approach to promoting our authors’ work, with the
goal of building a broader audience for both the individual author and
contemporary Ukrainian literature as a whole.

The Internet Encyclopedia of Ukraine. This is the most comprehensive
work in the English language on Ukraine, its history, people, geography,
economy, and cultural heritage. This site was created and is
updated/maintained by a team of scholars and editors from the Canadian
Institute of Ukrainian Studies (CIUS). Hundreds of specialists from around
the world have contributed and continue to contribute to the Encyclopedia.
The work of the Internet Encyclopedia of Ukraine in Ukraine is made
possible thanks to the organizational support of the Ukrainian Catholic
University in Lviv. The Internet Encyclopedia of Ukraine is a work in
progress. Many new entries need to be added, and many of the existing
entries need to be expanded and updated in order to reflect the many changes
that have occurred and continue to occur in Ukraine and Eastern Europe and
in order to incorporate previously inaccessible information.
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2. Paid learning resources

Promova. It offers a variety of tools, such as bite-sized lessons, a
community of learners, tutoring, conversation clubs, and progress tracking.
Using artificial intelligence and machine learning to create custom learning
plans. The course includes 48 bite-sized lessons and a lot of cultural
information. It starts by familiarizing learners with the Cyrillic alphabet and
Ukrainian sounds, explained through their similarities and differences with
English. Once they are comfortable with the basics, users then learn the most
common words for daily interactions. The course provides a great base to
begin learning the language from scratch. Learn a real-life vocabulary and
get a dose of cultural background with thousands of bite-sized lessons. Enjoy
unique illustrations created to help you memorize words and expressions
more easily.

Online Ukrainian lessons from the Ukrainian Catholic University School
of Ukrainian Language and Culture. From the comfort of your home you
will be immersed in all that Ukraine has to offer, sharing with you the
treasure of our language and culture. Our smaller class sizes enable each
student the ability to excel in learning, offering an individualized approach.
Our session will last 6 weeks with personalized classes designed for groups
to learn and improve in Ukrainian, focusing on speaking, reading, and
writing skills. You can select between a standard level of intensity (two
hours per day), or an intensive level (four hours per day). Throughout the
program classes will feature lectures on various themes including history,
politics, economics, art, culture, or contemporary issues in Ukraine. This is
paid, but affordable, course instruction with a number of session options.

The Ukrainian language for foreigners on Skype. This is a modern and
effective format of education that will allow you to quickly learn to
formulate thoughts and overcome the language barrier. The Ukrainian
language teaching of foreigners on Skype is a modern and an effective type
of lessons, due to it, you will learn quickly to formulate thoughts and
overcome language barrier. You can learn Ukrainian individually with
professional teacher, at any time convenient for you, regardless of your
territorial location and current language level. If there is a necessity in
mediator who knows your native language, we can provide support. Lesson
includes such elements as writing, reading, speaking, listening, and viewing
videos. The school offers such courses of Ukrainian language learning as:
general Ukrainian for adults; conversational Ukrainian for adults; business
Ukrainian; Ukrainian for tourism; Ukrainian for kids; Ukrainian preparation
course for External independent testing, school examinations, test papers and
others; course for making new acquaintances.
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OLA Language School. It offers a Ukrainian language course for
foreigners. Ukrainian is considered one of the most melodious languages in
the world and at the same time is one of the most difficult to master. We will
help you in its study, explaining the material step by step, gradually, trying
to explain as detailed and accessible as possible all the complexities of its
grammar and syntax. Fill in the questionnaire and pass the language test
online. It will help estimate the level of knowledge and pick up the most
effective group. After processing the test results (usually within 1-2 working
days), we report available places in groups. After approving the group and
paying for the course, come to your first lesson. The amount of the fee
depends on the number of people in the group, the format and the specifics
of the course.

Ukrainian language courses for foreigners. The State Enterprise
“Directorate-General for Rendering Services to Diplomatic Missions”
(GDIP) has the honour to suggest joining the Ukrainian language courses for
foreigners. The course of individual classes from zero level (4 classes) to
levels Al (12 classes) and A2 (22 classes). An accelerated course of group
classes "Express-Ukrainian in a month" (8 lessons) is an alternative to
individual lessons. Course main advantage is a short study period,
overcoming the language barrier, developing reading and listening skills,
and learning the most used words and phrases for everyday communication
in public, restaurant, shop, transport, etc.

Certificate Program “Ukrainian language for foreigners”. Taras
Shevchenko National University of Kyiv, in collaboration with the Institute
of Postgraduate Education and the Educational and Scientific Institute of
Philology, is pleased to open enrollment for the ‘Ukrainian Language for
Foreigners’ online certificate program. Comprehensive Course Modules:
practical phonetics of the Ukrainian language, practical course of the
Ukrainian language, introduction to Ukraine: reading country studies texts,
commented reading of journalistic texts.

Online school “Tsvit”. It is a professional international online school of
Ukrainian language and culture for children in Ukrainian communities
around the world. The school features: engaging our students from the age of
4 with our lessons; immersion in Ukrainian culture, literature and history as
part of the language learning process; professional guidance from the
school’s psychologist throughout the learning process; convenient class
schedules, no matter what part of the world our students live in; educational
scholarships for the children of Ukrainian Armed Forces soldiers,
volunteers, and displaced persons; free trial lessons. The training program is
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intensive and high-performance. Classes in groups last 45 minutes/3—4 times
a week.

Language School “China Hill Club”. The methodology of the school
provides a clear and competent implementation of the learning process for
the full mastering of the features of the Ukrainian language by our students.
Ukrainian lessons for foreigners in our school are conducted in stages.
This allows the student to gradually master all the necessary knowledge.

LangStep courses of Ukrainian for foreigners. Training in the Ukrainian
language for foreigners takes place in two forms: semi-individual and
individual. Semi-individual training takes place in the format of two people,
it is necessary that the language level of the two people is approximately the
same. Advantages of semi-individual classes: faster assimilation of
information; the opportunity to engage in a flexible schedule; the ability to
work on a program that will meet your needs; at the lesson, you work more
on your mistakes, but you see and hear the mistakes of another person.
Individual learning involves classes of one person with a teacher. In the
process of individual training, you can spend as much time as you need to
master the material. Advantages of individual classes: training on a flexible
schedule; an individual program designed specifically for you; the ability to
focus on certain aspects of language: vocabulary, grammar, phonetics,
stylistics, writing; individual preparation for any tests or exams.

Online School of Ukrainian ‘“Nevgamovno”. The school helps to
improve knowledge and skills, develop the skills of the 21st century, change
the language of communication into Ukrainian painlessly and comfortably.

FortunaLing.ua. Here you can have individual lessons with a
professional teacher at a convenient time for you, regardless of your location
and initial level of language proficiency. You will quickly learn to
understand and express your thoughts in Ukrainian. Thanks to innovative
methodologies, experienced teachers, and affordable prices, our online
language school corresponds to the highest educational standards in Ukraine.
We use the latest and most progressive educational materials. All our
language learning programs are designed according to international
standards. The focus is on speaking and developing communication skills in
real-life situations. We enhance vocabulary and cover various grammatical
topics. There is practice in reading, writing, and listening comprehension.
We provide feedback and monitor students’ progress. There is a possibility
of obtaining an official language proficiency certificate.

Ukrainian courses for foreigners in Lviv. Language School ABC Center
invites foreigners to enroll for Ukrainian courses, which is suitable both
for beginners and for those who already have some basic knowledge.
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Start learning Ukrainian for work and business, for science or everyday
communication. Language School ABC Center uses modern result-oriented
programs. When it comes to learning Ukrainian as a foreign language,
teacher’s experience and ability to present material correctly is no less
important. For a foreigner, Ukrainian is hard to learn. That is why our
experienced teachers devote special attention to every student. Friendly
atmosphere and professional approach will stimulate progress and eliminate
fear. Students will get an opportunity to improve their knowledge and
develop their language skills as well as to get acquainted with Ukrainian
culture, history and business environment. At the end of the course, you will
receive not only knowledge but also the document confirming that
knowledge — Certificate from our Language Schools ABC Center Lviv of a
standard form.

CONCLUSIONS

On the grounds of the above findings, it can be concluded the following.
Learning languages is great for sharing cultures, growing communities and
understanding what is important and special to other people. Engaging with
other cultures helps the world become a more open-minded place. The ways
that we develop language learning and teaching success must take the
multilingual realities of the world into account.

Language learning is no longer conservative, it is constantly evolving
and allowing for more personalized approaches. With advancements in
technology and globalization, online platforms and language centres have
emerged as valuable resources for language learning. The community-based
educational platforms not only provide language exchange opportunities but
also foster cultural exchange.

English is one of the most widely spoken second language globally,
making it a bridge language that connects people from different cultures and
backgrounds. English has effectively become the global language and its
role is unprecedented in world history. There are also initiatives to make
English the main language in the field of instruction. English as a lingua
franca is the reality that we must confront in today’s world.

Learning other popular languages of the world is essential for personal
and professional connections, as well as the cultural exchange. Every nation
is unique; this also applies to the Ukrainians, as they have an immense
cultural heritage, which you can access given that you know the language.
This language offers a unique perspective on the country’s traditions
and culture, allowing learners to appreciate the depth of Ukrainian identity.
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Ukrainian language is essential for meaningful communication with
millions of speakers around the world. Speaking Ukrainian allows for more
authentic interaction with locals while the travel experience, and enhances
the perspectives of business communication. Learning Ukrainian connects
you deeply with the rich culture and history of Ukraine. Hence, the growing
interest in Ukrainian language continually expands the scope of its learning
resources around the globe.

SUMMARY

Learning languages can contribute to a more globalised world by
breaking down the barriers of communication and connecting us with others.
The languages in the multilingual and multicultural society often overlap and
collide. Language learning promises becomes more accessible, engaging,
and effective, with learners and educators adapting to new trends of
personalized learning paths in the contemporary learning environment.

English has become the lingua franca of the modern world, significantly
affecting various aspects of life, including education and culture. The society
has not become less multilingual, despite the growing dominance of English.
Proficiency in a new language, like Ukrainian, challenges the brain,
promotes cognitive benefits and cultural awareness, and is a valuable skill
offering multiple advantages in the modern society.

Although much attention has long been paid to various aspects of
language learning, there is a need in a more detailed focus on learning the
Ukrainian language by means of English resources. Therefore, the purpose
of the study was to examine and analyse the peculiarities of popular English
resources for learning Ukrainian. The monitoring and comparative analysis
of the internet sources characterised the main features of English language
resources for learning Ukrainian. Thus, the increasing number of these
modern learning tools are constantly meeting the needs of the worldwide
learners.
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