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Modern constitutional reforms in Ukraine actualize the issue of deter-
mining the optimal form of government and the role of the President as the
guarantor of the Constitution and the head of state. The purpose of the article
is to study the constitutional powers and place of the President of Ukraine
in the mechanism of state power, as well as analyze his interaction with
other branches of power. The article examines how the status of the
President of Ukraine as the head of state reflects his key functions defined
by the Constitution and ensures balance in the system of power.
The historical context of the term “head of state” and its adaptation
to modern realities, in particular in the context of Ukraine, are analyzed.

One of the most important elements of any state system is its head —
a person who holds the highest position in the state and has a significant
influence on the political and administrative life of the country. The term
“head of state” has become widely used to denote a constitutional body,
which is a senior official in the state, which plays a key role in the state
mechanism. Many scholars have addressed issues related to the head
of state, specifically the president, including Barabash Y. H., Boryslavskyi
L. V., Hetman A. P., Petryshyn O. V., Serohina S. H., and others.

The term “head of state” was first officially used in France in the
Constitutional Charter of 4 June 1814, which established the foundations of
the monarchy during the Bourbon Restoration. This document, which
established the foundations of the monarchy, stated that “The king is the
supreme head of the state, commands the land and sea forces, declares war,
makes treaties of peace, alliance and commerce, appoints to all places of
public administration, and makes the necessary regulations and ordinances
for the execution of the laws and the security of the state” [1].
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Since then, the term has come to refer to the highest official, regardless
of the form of government. Although initially it was the monarch, over time
the concept of “head of state” has also come to be used in the context of
presidential and parliamentary republics, where the head of state acts as an
elected or appointed person who performs the functions of representation
and administration.

Today, the term “head of state” is a standard definition for a senior
official who has constitutionally defined powers and performs important
functions in the administration of the state. Usually, this is a single-person
body of general competence, which not only represents the state at the
international level, but also performs a number of key functions in the
system of state authorities. Depending on the form of government, the role
and powers of the head of state can differ significantly. In monarchies, this is
traditionally a monarch (king, emperor), who is a symbol of the unity and
continuity of the state. In republics, the head of state can be elected, such as
the president, and perform executive functions or serve as a symbolic
representative of the nation.

Analysis of the evolution of the institution of the head of state, from
monarchical traditions to modern republican models, shows that in Ukraine
the President combines the functions of representing the state at the
international level, guaranteeing state sovereignty and coordinating the
activities of the branches of government. His powers, enshrined in the
Constitution, cover a wide range of areas - from foreign policy and national
security to legislative initiative and interaction with the judiciary [4].
However, as noted in scientific studies (Boryslavskyi L.V., Petryshyn O.V.),
the effectiveness of the implementation of these powers depends on strict
adherence to constitutional boundaries and the principles of checks and
balances.

The status of the President of Ukraine as the head of state and the right to
speak on behalf of the state can be characterized as the main legal and
functional appointments of the President of Ukraine, which symbolizes his
functions - the main areas of activity, enshrined in Art. 102 of the
Constitution of Ukraine, which in turn will include the content of the
specific powers of the President of Ukraine, enshrined in Art. 106 of the
Constitution of Ukraine. Thus, Art. 102 of the Constitution of Ukraine is
general in relation to 2 Art. 102, therefore Section V (President of Ukraine)
and all other norms of the Constitution of Ukraine on the President of
Ukraine and Section I “General Principles”. Part of Article 102 of the
Constitution of Ukraine enshrines provisions on the President as the
guarantor of certain spheres of state and social life [2, p.455].

The President of Ukraine, as the guarantor of compliance with the
Constitution of Ukraine, is obliged to act under any circumstances only on
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the basis, within the limits of his powers and in the manner provided for by
the Constitution and laws of Ukraine, which was emphasized in the Decision
of the Constitutional Court of Ukraine dated October 15, 2008 No. 23-
pri/2008 (case on the proclamation by the President of Ukraine of an all-
Ukrainian referendum on a popular initiative). No “serious” reason can be a
basis for the President to go beyond the limits of his competence established
by the Constitution of Ukraine and detailed in the current constitutional
legislation [2, p.456]. The President of Ukraine may not have any other
representative mandate, hold a position in state authorities or in associations
of citizens, as well as engage in other paid or entrepreneurial activities or be
a member of the management body or supervisory board of an enterprise
aimed at making a profit. (Part 3 of Article 103 of the Constitution of
Ukraine) [5].

The 2019 elections opened a new stage in the development of the
institution of the President of Ukraine, setting before the state the task of
improving the mechanisms for the implementation of presidential powers. In
this context, the Constitutional Court of Ukraine plays a key role, which
must ensure a balanced distribution of power, prevent excessive
concentration of powers in the President, and restrain unjustified
constitutional changes. The effectiveness of the Court's activities will
become a determining factor in strengthening democratic principles and
ensuring the stability of the constitutional order in Ukraine [3].

The term “head of state” does not always allow us to fully characterize
the functions and competence of this body, since in different countries the
head of state performs various duties that often go beyond the traditional
idea of a monarch or president. In modern democratic states, the head of
state can have different legal statuses, from a symbolic figure to an active
participant in the political process. The institution of the head of state has
indeed undergone significant evolution, which was reflected in its essence,
functions and legal status. Over time, the role of the head of state has
changed depending on the form of state government, political traditions and
needs of society, which made this term less clear and insufficient to fully
describe all aspects of the activities of this position. Based on the analysis of
the permanent constitutional process in Ukraine, we can conclude that a
radical revision of the existing form of state government is inappropriate.
Instead, it is urgent to improve individual elements of the system of power
that impede the effective functioning of the mechanism of separation of
powers [5, p. 113]. In particular, certain aspects of the President's interaction
with other branches of government need to be clarified and refined to ensure
the proper balance of checks and balances.

Conclusions. The institution of the President of Ukraine as the head of
state plays a key role in ensuring the stability of the state system,
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guaranteeing compliance with the Constitution and coordinating the
activities of the branches of government. An analysis of the constitutional
status of the President, enshrined in Articles 102 and 106 of the Constitution
of Ukraine, indicates his multifaceted role, which combines the functions of
representing the state at the international level, guaranteeing state
sovereignty, territorial integrity and implementing domestic and foreign
policy.

The evolution of the concept of “head of state” from monarchical
traditions to modern republican models demonstrates the adaptation of this
institution to the needs of a democratic society. In Ukraine, the President
acts as a sole body of general competence, which ensures balance in the
system of separation of powers through a mechanism of checks and
balances. However, the effectiveness of the exercise of presidential powers
depends on the clear observance of constitutional boundaries, which is
emphasized by the decisions of the Constitutional Court of Ukraine.

Modern challenges, in particular after the 2019 elections, highlight the
need to improve the mechanisms of interaction of the President with other
branches of government to ensure proper balance and prevent excessive
concentration of powers. Instead of a radical revision of the form of
government, it is advisable to clarify certain aspects of constitutional
legislation, which will contribute to the effective functioning of the system
of government. The role of the Constitutional Court of Ukraine remains
crucial for strengthening democratic principles and ensuring the stability of
the constitutional order. Thus, the President of Ukraine, as the head of state,
plays a central role in the state mechanism, combining representative,
guarantee and coordination functions, which requires constant improvement
of legal regulation to ensure effective governance and democratic
development of the country.
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[Ipobmema BHYTPIIIHROTO TIIEPEMIIICHHS HAceleHHA B  YKpaiHi,
cnpr4rHeHa 30poifHor0 arpecieto Pociiicekoi @eneparii, cTama ogHEM i3
Hall3HAYHIMINX TyMaHITApHUX Ta IPABOBHX BHKIWKIB HOBITHBOI icTOpii
nepxaBu. MiTbHOHH TpoMaasH Oyny 3MYIICHI 3alUIIUTH CBOI JTOMiBKH,
pATYIOUM BIIACHE JKUTTA Ta Oe3neky, 110, 3a OLIHKaMH YTpaBIiHHSA
BepxosHoro komicapa OOH y cnpasax 0Oixeniis (YBKb OOH), cranoBuiio
noHan 10% Bixg 3arajgbHO KIIBKOCTI BHYTPIIIHBO HeEpeMilleHHX oci0
y BceoMy cBiti [2]. [IpaBoBuii craryc nmx oci0, BiJOMHX SK BHYTPIIIHBO
nepeminieHi ocodu (BIIO), cyTTeBO BiAPI3HAETHCS BiJl CTAaTycy OIXCHIIIB,
OCKITBKH, 3TiTHO 3 MDKHAPOOHUM IIPAaBOM, KIFOYOBOKO BIIMIHHICTIO €
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