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Annotation. This study aims to analyse the structural preconditions
for the transformation of South Korean society from a monoethnic state to
a multinational and multicultural society, as well as to examine educational
responses and their political and theoretical implications for the development
of multicultural education. Multicultural changes in Korean society are
viewed not as a simple demographic transformation, but as the result of
a complex interaction of globalization, labour market liberalization, an aging
population and low birth rates, the rise of international marriages, and the
increasing number of international students. The influx of foreign labour and
the rise of international marriages since the 1990s have had a particularly
significant impact, leading to profound changes in the demographic and
cultural structure of society and accelerating the transition to a multiethnic
social model.

The study analyses this process through four main factors: economic,
demographic, institutional, and cultural. The influx of foreign workers was
driven by structural changes in the industrial economy and labour shortages.
International marriages were a consequence of gender imbalance and the
crisis in rural areas. The increase in the number of foreign students is linked
to the internationalization of higher education and demographic decline,
which requires reform of the university system. These factors combined
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confirm that Korean society is no longer a homogeneous cultural system but
is evolving into a complex, multi-layered society.

Next, the evolution of state policy on multicultural education is
examined. While early policy was based on an assimilation model and
required migrants to adapt to the dominant culture, since the mid-2000s,
a shift has occurred toward multiculturalism, based on the recognition of
cultural diversity and coexistence. The adoption of the Law on Support for
Multicultural Families and the inclusion of multicultural education in the
interdisciplinary curricular themes of the national curriculum have become
key institutional milestones in this process.

However, current multicultural education policy in Korea is characterized
by certain structural limitations, manifested in a predominantly focused
approach to supporting specific groups rather than fostering a national
culture of mutual understanding. This necessitates rethinking multicultural
education as a universal educational strategy aimed at all students, not just
those from migrant communities.

From the viewpoint of the curriculum, multicultural education in
Korea underwent a transition from quantitative expansion to qualitative
systematization between the 2009 and 2015 reforms. The reduction and
structuring of cross-curricular topics while maintaining multicultural
education as a key focus demonstrates its strategic importance. Furthermore,
its integration into disciplines such as the Korean language, social
studies, and ethics confirms that multicultural education goes beyond the
transmission of knowledge and becomes a mechanism for shaping values and
social attitudes.

In conclusion, it is emphasized that the formation of a multicultural
society and the development of multicultural education in South Korea
represent more than just institutional changes, but a profound transformation
of the social structure. The findings are important for countries undergoing
similar processes, including Ukraine, they demonstrate that multicultural
education is not only a tool for adaptation but also a fundamental foundation
for social integration and the formation of a future community.

Keywords: multicultural society, multicultural education, the South
Korean society, international marriage, foreign workers, migrants,
curriculum, interdisciplinary learning, assimilation, multiculturalism,
educational policy, social integration, cultural diversity, globalization,
pedagogical competencies.
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